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Dear Friends: 
 
Nancy and I are grateful we were able to get away on vacation in November; we will tell you about our experi-
ences in due time.  I am indebted to Frs. Bullion and Roosevelt and to our vestry and many lay ministers who 
continued faithfully during our absence.  Two matters of note, begun even before Nov 1, are the Congregation 
Assessment Tool and the Pledge Campaign.  

From the Rector 

 
Do not, therefore, abandon that confidence of yours; it brings a great reward.  For you 
need endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what 
was promised.  For yet ñin a very little while, the one who is coming will come and 
will not delay; but my righteous one will live by faith.  My soul takes no pleasure in 
anyone who shrinks back.ò  But we are not among those who shrink back and so are 
lost, but among those who have faith and so are saved.  Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. (Heb 10:35-11:1) 

¶ We are pleased to tell you that 113 took part in the CAT, and we received face-to-face feedback from the 
Holy Cow! consultant on Nov 23.  Good job CAT Team, and thanks to all!  You will get a summary of 
what we learned in the Jan Ministry. 

¶ The Pledge Campaign held a Harvest Ingathering on Nov 3, Fr. Bullion presiding, and we are still putting 
the finishing touches on that.  Again, we will give you quantitative feedback in the Jan Ministry, but we 
are running ahead of last year in pledge dollars committed, and we are pleased to be receiving  

      numerous first-time and/or increased pledges.      

December is the month of numerous Church feast days, but many get dwarfed in the face of Christmas.   
(I suppose itôs like having your birthday on Dec 25: who notices your birthday?)  Most of December is given 
over to the season of Advent, and we will again notice the presence of the Advent wreath and the Sarum blue 
vestments indicative of the season.  ñAlleluiasò will mostly disappear from the liturgy as we spend the month 
watching and waiting expectantly, and there will be a penitential tinge to our worship with a momentary  
respite and Holy Baptism on 3 Advent (Gaudete Sunday).    
 
Quickly looking at the other feast days in December: St. Thomas the Apostle (Dec 21); St. Stephen, Deacon 

and Martyr (Dec 26); St. John, Apostle and Evangelist (Dec 27); and The Holy Innocents (Dec 28).  I like 

St. Thomas; heôs my kind of guy!  He has come down through the ages as ñdoubting Thomas,ò but how unfair!  

Doubt is not the absence of faith; fear is the absence of faith.  I tend to think that Thomasô faith goaded him to 

seek understanding and evidence wherever he could find it.     



н 

Continued from page 1 
 
The text quoted above is the NT lesson for St. Thomasô Day in its entirety.  In this portion of the Letter to 
the Hebrews, the author points out that Christians had historically held more tightly to the faith in times of 
adversity and drifted away during times of easy living.  And as Thomas discovered and lived out his lifeð
near as we can tellðthe Christian hope lay not in wistful thinking and longing but in looking forward with 
conviction.  Isnôt that what we plan to do in Advent?  Look forward with conviction not only to the coming 
of Jesus as the God-child, but to the return of Christ one day in great glory. 
 
This month of December, please remember: 

¶        Watch your Sunday bulletins and weekly E-Pistles for important announcements of activities and  
              volunteer opportunities. 

¶         Learn from Bishop N.T. Wright on Weds, Dec 4, 11, and 18 at 5:30pmðCatered supper,  
              Surprised by Hope, and Compline. 

¶         Pray by name for our CDI Team who will be at Honey Creek on Dec 6-7: Bland Cleesattle,  
              Elaine Mercer, Gennie Marcus, Annabelle Stubbs, and Reed Freeman. 

¶         Attend the ASU Concert Chorale & Brass Ensemble on Sun, Dec 8 at 6:00pm. 

¶         Encourage children in your family to participate in the Christmas Pageant on Tue, Dec 24  
              at  5:00pm. 

¶         Make your Christmas Holy Communion immediately following the Pageant, or later on  
              Tue, Dec 24: carols at 10:00pm, Holy Eucharist at 10:30pm.  
 
Be like a ñdoubting Thomasò if thatôs the best way for you to increase your faith.  He went on to write a 
number of apocryphal sacred tests, the best known of which is the Gospel of Thomas, and the historian  
Eusebius credits him with evangelizing the Parthians and bringing the Gospel to South India.  Questionð
increase faithðminister to and serve others. 
      

Faithfully, 
       Fr. Reed+   

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ тǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ wǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎΗ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ  ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ- tŀƳ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΣ WƻŜ .ǳǊƎŜǊΣ 5ŜōōƛŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΣ ¢ǊŀŎŜȅ ²ƻƻŘŎƻŎƪΣ bŀƴŎȅ CǊŜƴŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ  ¢ŜŘ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛ 
²ǊƛƎƘǘΦ !ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ  ̧ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƭƅŜǎǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǳƴǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭŜŘΦ  
 
²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΗ  ̧ ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΣ  

ƪŜǇǘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ  
 
нлмф Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǊŀŎŜΗ  hǳǊ ōŀƴƪ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀƭƭƛŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƳƻǊŜ  

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘƻƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΦ  
 
hǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƎǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŀŎŜΦ   

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ  

ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦ  
 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎΗ   

Lƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ  
/ƻ-ŎƘŀƛǊǎτ !ƴƴŀ IŜƴŘƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ [ƻƛǎ IǳƴƪŜƭŜ  



о 

               

               Wednesday Evenings: 

               Dec 4; Dec 11; Dec 18 

Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, 

and the Mission of the Church 

        --N.T. Wright 

Surprised by Hope 

¢ƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎΥ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ  !ƭƭ ммо ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ 

ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻǳǊ  

/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ¢ƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ 

 

¸ƻǳǊ ǾŜǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ /!¢ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ 

ŦǊƻƳ Iƻƭȅ /ƻǿΗ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ bƻǾ ноΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ  

ŘŜōǊƛŜŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ 

ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎτȅƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ  

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ  

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǝŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 

ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ 

²ŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪΣ ŀƴ  

ŜȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ /!¢Σ ŀƴŘ 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 

 CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅΣ 

 ¸ƻǳǊ /!¢ ¢ŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǎǘǊȅ   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�����Œ�v���Ç�[�•�����}�Œ�v���Œ��ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ϷоΣллл ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  

!ƭōŀƴȅ IǳƳŀƴŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀǘǎ  

όǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎǝƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ Řƻǿƴύ  

ǘƻ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƪƛƭƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŘƻǇǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǾŀƴƭƻŀŘ  

  ǘƻƻƪ у ŘƻƎǎ ǘƻ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ  ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ  

      ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ  

        ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŜΦ   
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WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нсΣ нлнл Ϫ ммΥпрŀƳ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ Iŀƭƭ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ tŀǊƛǎƘ aŜŜǝƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ  

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭΥ 

¶ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǎǘǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǊƻǘŀǝƴƎ ƻũ ǾŜǎǘǊȅΤ 

¶ ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ όоύ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǘǊȅΤ  

¶ ƘŜŀǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ  

ƘƻǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΤ ŀƴŘ 

¶ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ {ŀƛƴǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ .ȅ-ƭŀǿǎΦ  

            -wŜŘǳŎŜ ǾŜǎǘǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ мн ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ф ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

            -wŜŘǳŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƭŜŎǝƴƎ п ǾŜǎǘǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǝƴƎ о  

                    ǾŜǎǘǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ 

            -tŜǊƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ    

      ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǘǊȅ 

 

¸ƻǳǊ ²ŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ±ŜǎǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǘƻǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ  

нлнл !ƴƴǳŀƭ tŀǊƛǎƘ aŜŜǝƴƎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ  

ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘΦ 
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