Volume 45, No. 12

December 2019

From the Rector

Do not, therefore, abandon that confidence of yours; it brings a great reward. For you
need endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what
was promised. For yet “in a very little while, the one who is coming will come and
will not delay; but my righteous one will live by faith. My soul takes no pleasure in
anyone who shrinks back.” But we are not among those who shrink back and so are
lost, but among those who have faith and so are saved. Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. (Heb 10:35-11:1)

Dear Friends:
Nancy and I are grateful we were able to get away on vacation in November; we will tell you about our experiences in due time. I am indebted to Frs. Bullion and Roosevelt and to our vestry and many lay ministers who
continued faithfully during our absence. Two matters of note, begun even before Nov 1, are the Congregation
Assessment Tool and the Pledge Campaign.
•
•

We are pleased to tell you that 113 took part in the CAT, and we received face-to-face feedback from the
Holy Cow! consultant on Nov 23. Good job CAT Team, and thanks to all! You will get a summary of
what we learned in the Jan Ministry.
The Pledge Campaign held a Harvest Ingathering on Nov 3, Fr. Bullion presiding, and we are still putting
the finishing touches on that. Again, we will give you quantitative feedback in the Jan Ministry, but we
are running ahead of last year in pledge dollars committed, and we are pleased to be receiving
numerous first-time and/or increased pledges.

December is the month of numerous Church feast days, but many get dwarfed in the face of Christmas.
(I suppose it’s like having your birthday on Dec 25: who notices your birthday?) Most of December is given
over to the season of Advent, and we will again notice the presence of the Advent wreath and the Sarum blue
vestments indicative of the season. “Alleluias” will mostly disappear from the liturgy as we spend the month
watching and waiting expectantly, and there will be a penitential tinge to our worship with a momentary
respite and Holy Baptism on 3 Advent (Gaudete Sunday).
Quickly looking at the other feast days in December: St. Thomas the Apostle (Dec 21); St. Stephen, Deacon
and Martyr (Dec 26); St. John, Apostle and Evangelist (Dec 27); and The Holy Innocents (Dec 28). I like
St. Thomas; he’s my kind of guy! He has come down through the ages as “doubting Thomas,” but how unfair!
Doubt is not the absence of faith; fear is the absence of faith. I tend to think that Thomas’ faith goaded him to
seek understanding and evidence wherever he could find it.

1

Continued from page 1

The text quoted above is the NT lesson for St. Thomas’ Day in its entirety. In this portion of the Letter to
the Hebrews, the author points out that Christians had historically held more tightly to the faith in times of
adversity and drifted away during times of easy living. And as Thomas discovered and lived out his life —
near as we can tell—the Christian hope lay not in wistful thinking and longing but in looking forward with
conviction. Isn’t that what we plan to do in Advent? Look forward with conviction not only to the coming
of Jesus as the God-child, but to the return of Christ one day in great glory.
This month of December, please remember:
•
Watch your Sunday bulletins and weekly E-Pistles for important announcements of activities and
volunteer opportunities.
•
Learn from Bishop N.T. Wright on Weds, Dec 4, 11, and 18 at 5:30pm—Catered supper,
Surprised by Hope, and Compline.
•
Pray by name for our CDI Team who will be at Honey Creek on Dec 6-7: Bland Cleesattle,
Elaine Mercer, Gennie Marcus, Annabelle Stubbs, and Reed Freeman.
•
Attend the ASU Concert Chorale & Brass Ensemble on Sun, Dec 8 at 6:00pm.
•
Encourage children in your family to participate in the Christmas Pageant on Tue, Dec 24
at 5:00pm.
•
Make your Christmas Holy Communion immediately following the Pageant, or later on
Tue, Dec 24: carols at 10:00pm, Holy Eucharist at 10:30pm.

Be like a “doubting Thomas” if that’s the best way for you to increase your faith. He went on to write a
number of apocryphal sacred tests, the best known of which is the Gospel of Thomas, and the historian
Eusebius credits him with evangelizing the Parthians and bringing the Gospel to South India. Question—
increase faith—minister to and serve others.
Faithfully,
Fr. Reed+

We are happy to have our 7th year of the Barney’s Run in the books! Of course, we could not undertake this endeavor without the
hard work of our committee- Pam Reynolds, Joe Burger, Debbie Richardson, Tracey Woodcock, Nancy French, and Ted and Mari
Wright. As always, it is an honor to serve with you. Your selfless hard work is unparalleled.
We also want to thank the folks at St. Paul’s. What a great outreach ministry we have! You have given generously as sponsors,
kept us in your prayers, and have volunteered your time on one of the coldest mornings that we can remember.
2019 has been our biggest race! Our bank numbers are still being tallied, but it appears that we are able to purchase two more
service dogs for two deserving South Georgia veterans.
Our team has already begun the planning for next year’s race.
We have many new things in the works as our ministry
continues to grow. Thank you for all that you do.
We are doing great things at St. Paul’s!
In appreciation,
Co-chairs— Anna Hendley and Lois Hunkele
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To the Parishioners of St. Paul’s:
Thank you! All 113 of you, we are grateful that
you took the time to complete our
Congregation Assessment Tool in recent weeks.

Barney’s Corner donated $3,000 to the

Your vestry and CAT team met with a consultant
from Holy Cow! on Saturday, Nov 23, for a

Albany Humane Society
to transport many local dogs and cats
(who were destined to be put down)
to shelters in other states that have no kill policies and
have high rates of adoption. The first vanload
took 8 dogs to Virginia and the photo
included in this article shows the
new home of the first adoptee.

debrief, and we gained many valuable insights
to life at St. Paul’s—your views of recent
history, hopes for the future, and desired
characteristics in the life of the parish and in
clergy qualifications going forward.
We, the sponsors of the survey, are committed
to giving all of you written feedback, an

executive summary, on the results of CAT, and
you can look for that to appear in the

It’s a good life!

January issue of The Ministry.

Faithfully,
Your CAT Team and Vestry

Surprised by Hope
Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection,
and the Mission of the Church
--N.T. Wright

Wednesday Evenings:
Dec 4; Dec 11; Dec 18
It is a Christmas tradition at St. Paul’s to express
our gratitude to our fine lay staff with individual
monetary gifts through a special offering from
the members of the parish. Our combined gifts
become a tangible sign of our appreciation for
their ministry to us throughout the year.
If you would like to be a part of this 2019
Christmas Gift, please enclose a check, made out
to St. Paul’s designated for “lay staff gifts”.
Pam Reynolds, Sr. Warden
Fr. Reed Freeman, Rector

If you would like to help with the
decorations for the sanctuary at St. Paul’s for
Christmas, please put your donation in the
sanctuary decorations envelope.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
January 26, 2020 @ 11:45am
In the Parish Hall
Please plan to attend the Annual Parish Meeting during which
the congregation will:

•
•
•

thank our vestry members who are rotating off vestry;

•

consider three changes to our Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church By-laws.
-Reduce vestry from 12 members to 9 members
-Reduce from electing 4 vestry members per year to electing 3
vestry members per year
-Permit the vestry to elect not only from its membership but also
from the Parish membership the Secretary of the vestry

elect three (3) new members to the vestry;
hear reports on the status of St. Paul’s and a summary of our
hopes and plans for our future; and

Your Wardens, Vestry, and Rector look forward to your attending the
2020 Annual Parish Meeting. This is everyone’s opportunity to make their
opinions known as to the conduct of life in our Parish.
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November Memorials

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

In Memory of
Trudie & Quintard Wright, Jr. on All Saints Day
Leslie Wright Samford and Family
Dec

Raines Watkins
Jeffrey and Jeanette Hoopes
Brooks Lovelace
Greg and Carol Fullerton
Arthur “Buddy” Rutledge
Pam and Jay Reynolds

1 Bob Aderhold

16 Carol Fullerton

3 Martha Hester

17 Roy Brown

6

Marjorie Morgan

18 Gracie Swan

7

Norma Ferdon-Eder

19 Burt Sorrells

8

Kathy Russell

20 Middi Moore

12 Gennie Marcus

Joe Morgan

15 Betsy Holman

22 Sally Anderson

Frances Smith

25 Honey Hanson

Contributions
In Support of Ladles of Love
By:
Ruth Fountain
Ann Heinemann
Mary & Timothy Summers in memory of
Patty Gifford

Handbell Choir
Performance
Dec 19
6:30pm
Offering for

Ladles of Love
Clergy and Staff

Worship Services

The Rev. Dr. Reed Freeman, Rector

Sunday

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist

Rite I Eucharist at 8:00 am

Lynne Parks, Handbell Director

Rite II Eucharist at 10:30 am

Christmas Pageant
Dec 24
5:00pm

Penny Alligood, Parish Administrator

Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary
Velma McClary, Housekeeper

Wednesday
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service at 12:00
o’clock noon (Chapel)

Robert Clay, Sexton

St. Paul’s Vestry

Christmas Eve

Terms ending in 2020

Terms ending in 2021

Terms ending in 2022

Elliott Cantrell

Shanna Aderhold

Angie Barber

Bland Cleesattle

Roy Brown

Dunn Stapleton

Jim LeVaughn

Mary Helen Morgan

Annabelle Stubbs, Jr. Warden

Pam Reynolds, Sr. Warden
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Carols at 10:00pm
Service at 10:30pm

