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From the Rector
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved,
with whom I am well pleased.”
(Mat 3:16-17)

Dear Friends:
Even though we have been with the good people of St. Paul’s for nearly a year, this has been our first
Christmas together. Nancy and I are grateful that we have now circumnavigated the entire Church Year with
you, and we hope and pray 2020 holds wonderful promise for the parish of St. Paul’s.
The passage I quoted above comes from the gospel lesson appointed for 1 Epiphany, also the Baptism of Our
Lord. Fr. Jim Bullion will be with you on this significant feast day, and while no baptisms are currently
scheduled for January 12, all of you will have the opportunity nonetheless to renew your own baptismal vows.
The future direction of the parish in the new year will be a matter of the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, but
very much a function of our members living into their baptism and pursuing their respective ministries.
December was full of wonderful events that stand as a testimony to many who do, in fact, live into their
baptism. Your CDI team spent its first weekend together at Honey Creek. The Finance and Stewardship
Commissions labored over the pledge campaign and the 2020 budget, and I believe all of you will be not only
grateful for their work but also for where the congregation stands financially going into the new year. We
finalized our six sessions during Advent with N.T Wright and Surprised by Hope. The Handbell and Chancel
Choirs, together with Lynne Parks and Marcia Hood, held forth in glorious concert and worship. Large cadres
of minsters put on a Christmas luncheon for the residents of Malone Towers, mentored a remarkable Christmas
Pageant, and beautifully decorated our church for the twelve days of Christmas.
Thinking back on December prompts me to report to you the results of two funds to which the congregation of
St. Paul’s contributed during the month.
• For decorating our church, you collectively contributed $1385.00
• In contribution to a Christmas bonus for our valued lay staff, you gave a total of $3397.00
Thank you so much for stepping up on these two worthy causes.
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Continued from page 1
As you look forward to January 2020, please calendar the following events:
• Ladles of Love, Thursdays at 11:00am—contact Carolyn Hatcher to volunteer
• Finance Commission members on Monday, Jan 13 at 4:00pm—Dave Orlowski’s office
• Report out on draft budget for 2020 to the parish on Sunday, Jan 19 at 11:45am—parish hall
• Vestry members on Tuesday, Jan 21 at 5:00pm—2nd floor vestry meeting room
• Annual Parish Meeting on Sunday, Jan 26 at 11:45am—parish hall. Annual ministry reports, vestry
elections, and vote on proposed changes to the parish by-laws.
Looking forward to Sunday, February 2: The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple.
Alexei Romanenko, Principal Cello, Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra.
Mr. Romanenko returns to St. Paul’s, joining with our choir and organ in worship at 10:30am.
Faithfully,
Fr. Reed+

The Wedding Ceremony
for

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
January 26, 2020 @ 11:45am
In the Parish Hall
Please plan to attend the Annual Parish Meeting during which
the congregation will:

•
•
•

Ivy Inman and Martin Clark
was held on Saturday,
October 26, 2019
at St. Paul’s

thank our vestry members who are rotating off vestry;
elect three (3) new members to the vestry;
hear reports on the status of St. Paul’s and a summary of our
hopes and plans for our future; and

•

consider three changes to our Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church By-laws.
-Reduce vestry from 12 members to 9 members
-Reduce from electing 4 vestry members per year to electing 3
vestry members per year
-Permit the vestry to elect not only from its membership but also
from the Parish membership the Secretary of the vestry

Your Wardens, Vestry, and Rector look forward to your attending the
2020 Annual Parish Meeting. This is everyone’s opportunity to make
their opinions known as to the conduct of life in our Parish.
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Congratulations!
Mr. and Mrs. Clark

Jan 13—FinCom budget meeting—Dave Orlowski’s office—4:00pm

Jan 17-18-- Church Development Institute (CDI#2), Honey Creek
Jan 19—Dave O reviews budget draft with congregation in Parish Hall—11:45am
Jan 21—Daughters of the King, 11:00am St. Paul’s Room

Vestry Meeting, approve budget—5:00pm
Jan 26—Annual Parish Meeting in parish hall with chicken provided by church and
covered dish contributed by parishioners—11:45am
Feb 1—Welcoming Church teaching in parish hall with snacks—10:00am—1:00pm—1st offering
Feb 8—Welcoming Church teaching in parish hall with snacks—10:00am—1:00pm—2nd offering
Feb 2—Alexei Romanenko returns to SPEC!!!, 10:30am
Feb 15—Mutual Ministry Review—vestry w/ Fr. Hobgood—9:00—12:15
Feb 22—Vestry Retreat with Bishop-Elect Canon Logue
Feb 23—Bishop-Elect Canon Logue Celebrant
Feb 25—Pancake Supper—6pm
Mar 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr 1—Lenten Spiritual Gifts teaching with light supper and Compline—5:30—7:00pm
Mar 20-21-- Church Development Institute (CDI#3), Honey Creek
May 8-9-- Church Development Institute (CDI#4), Honey Creek
May 30—Consecration of XI Bishop of Georgia, Savannah

With Gratitude for St. Paul’s!
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
Greetings from your Stewardship Committee - due to an extraordinary response from our members,
we are happy to pass on a preliminary report of our Pledge Campaign for 2020.
Increase, 2020 over 2019
Number of pledge units
3%
Number of pledge dollars
13%
New pledge units
15% of all pledges received
Increased pledges
59% of all pledges received
Thank you so much! We are all looking forward to a fantastic 2020 at St. Paul’s!
Your Stewardship Committee,
Annabelle, Brandon, David, Debbie Dunn and Mari

3

JUST SAY THANKS!
During January the Stewardship Committee would like to give a major shout-out to two groups of our church members!
The people behind the scenes who helped spread the joy of the season to those in our church and our community.

On December 14th St. Paul’s hosted the Annual Christmas Dinner for Malone Towers residents – food was lovingly prepared by
Charles Godwin, Joe Burger, Sidney Bush, John Dixon, Roy Brown and Cullen Richardson; the tables was festively decorated by
Pat Burger, Puddin’ Bass, Mari Wright, Patty Woodall and Deborah Johnson; Scouts from our own St. Paul’s Troup along with
Helen Bush, Christy Brown and Debbie Richardson made certain everyone attending was served a most delicious meal and lastly
each person took home a Christmas package filled with various goodies courtesy of Leigh Brooks.

Once again St. Paul’s was given an early gift by Sue Fletcher, the presentation of our Childrens’ Christmas Pageant!
Assisting Sue producing and directing were Meredith Fletcher, Jessica Rutledge, Dana, Emily and Maggie Duvall and Linda Morgan. Others involved with the production were Edward Newcomb, who made sure all the mics worked and children were heard,
Ned Newcomb oversaw storage and placement of sets, Marcia Hood ably handled the music, Tim Wesselman worked the scene
changes, Kelly Wesselman was wardrobe mistress and Robert Clay was prop manager. Starring in this production were twentytwo talented and most eager children of St. Paul’s.

These people took time from their busy holiday schedules to make
these two important events happen once again!
So when you encounter any of them in January – remember to just say
THANKS!!!
This thank you moment is brought to you by your Stewardship Committee
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Returning to St. Paul’s!!
Sunday, February 2 at 10:30

Alexei Romanenko
Principal Cello, Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra

An artist of classical refinement, sterling musicianship, and blazing virtuosity, Russian-born cellist Alexei Romanenko has graced
the international stages as one of the most compelling and electrifying artists of today. T.J. Medrek of the Boston Herald hailed
his performance stating, "The times when music and musician and musical instrument combine to form an almost mystical union are rare. One such occasion came when Alexei Romanenko dazzled with his playing of Zoltan Kodaly's Sonata for solo cello."
The Russian-born cellist Alexei Romanenko has performed over three decades on many of the world stages with a variety of
orchestras of considerable renown. Composer, virtuoso soloist, and personality of TV and radio, Mr. Romanenko received his
musical education in both Russia and the United States. Principal Cellist of the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra, Alexei is gracious with his time performing at venues in many communities of the southeastern U.S.

Please worship with us on Sunday, February 2 at 10:30 to experience
Alexei Romanenko and Cello. Also, Alexei will be at Fellowship Hour after
the worship service to meet and greet as many as are able to attend.
198th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Georgia
During the 198th Convention in Statesboro, GA the first order of business was to elect our 11th Bishop, which took place
with only one ballot being taken electing Frank Logue with 78 lay votes and 64 clergy votes. The Treasurer’s Report showed our
Diocese finished strong for 2019 with 10.2 million with both the Diocese and Honey Creek closing in the black.
Deacon’s Award went to Amanda Peacock from Augusta who had members of the congregation to read a book, which
was given to underprivileged children in the Convocation. The Bishop introduced GA Interfaith Power & Light who offered all
churches in the Diocese free solar panels, which has completed the first roof of the Diocese’s office.
Dave Brantley provided a report on Honey Creek which has reduced staff to one which is a seasonal and summer
position. Camp facility usage was 64% for Diocese meetings, used primarily by adults with 86% of the children attending needing
financial assistance.

You would have been extremely proud of our Diocese if you had seen the two films shown. One film was Christ Church
newly established mission for the homeless, St. Joseph’s, which used funds from the Capital Campaign to provide tents, clothes,
socks, breakfast, lunch and church service each Wednesday and Thursday. Another film was shown about Grace Café in Valdosta
which is a college ministry opening daily from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. for students, who shared how much this ministry had helped
them make positive steps in their daily lives.
It took 4 ballots to select all of the clergy and lay people necessary to fill the Diocesan Elections and there was also much
conversation over the Convention Rules of Debate/Proposed Resolutions which mainly consisted of Priests concerning proper
wording of the Canon’s proposed to be changed.
It was truly an honor to attend this Convention first as an alternate but eventually as a delegate as Lynne Parks was
caring for a relative. Thanks to all of you at St. Paul’s who allowed us to represent you.
Bland Cleesattle
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DECEMBER 2019
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Twelfth Night Celebration
Annabelle and Joe Stubbs hosted a party celebrating The Twelfth Night at their lovely home.
A great number of fellow Episcopalians gathered for the festive evening. Wonderful appetizers and beverages were enjoyed
while guests moved from room to room in the beautifully decorated home. Laughter and deep conversations carried from one
group to another and eventually back to the food table. The new year started off with a memorable night of shared faith, food,
fun and fellowship.
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December Memorials

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

In Memory of
Mary Faulk
Dr. & Mrs. William Clarke
Lucille B. Crouch
Rosemary Hamburger
Peggy S. Montgomery
Catherine B. Robertson
Molly & Bill Swan
Kay Strom
Jean & Sherman Willis
Janet Wright & Stacey Shiver
Bob & Julia Christian
Kay & Jim Fuller
Calista Langstaff
Wright & Leslie Samford
Dwayne Summar
Margaret Whiting

Jan

5 Debbie Godwin

21 Lisa Davis

Donna Hilsman

24 Willis Duvall

6 Kay Strom

Joe Burger

Tommy Chambless

29 Ivy Clark

9 Woodrow Brooks

30 Jan Shiver

13 Penny Pace

Carolyn Hatcher

15 Todd Rowand
19 Jean McGuire

Anniversaries
Jan

5 Tim & Kelly Wesselman
13 Jim & Mary Bullion

Stephen Goodyear
Rosemary Hamburger

Contributions
In Support of Ladles of Love

For All Who Died In 2019
Fred & Bonnie Sharpe

By:
Thomas E. Pond
George & Patty Woodall
Tommy & Nancy Chambless

John L. & Betty Moulton
Mr. & Mrs. E. Russell Moulton
Mrs. Mary Ellen Moulton

In Support of Outreach

Mike McComb
Paula McComb for Ladles of Love

Debbie Shanklin

In Support of The Clothing Room
Tommy & Nancy Chambless

THANK YOU
To St. Paul’s Church,
Thank you so much for the
generous Christmas gift I
received. I am so thankful
for all of your kind words
and appreciate everyone
who has helped me as I
have transitioned into the
church office at St. Paul’s.
May God richly bless each
of you in the New Year!
Penny Alligood

Clergy and Staff

Worship Services

The Rev. Dr. Reed Freeman, Rector

Sunday
Rite I Eucharist at 8:00 am
Rite II Eucharist at 10:30 am

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist
Lynne Parks, Handbell Director
Penny Alligood, Parish Administrator
Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary
Velma McClary, Housekeeper

Wednesday
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service at 12:00 o’clock
noon (Chapel)

Robert Clay, Sexton
St. Paul’s Vestry

Terms ending in 2020
Elliott Cantrell
Bland Cleesattle
Jim LeVaughn

Terms ending in 2021
Shanna Aderhold
Roy Brown
Mary Helen Morgan
Pam Reynolds, Sr. Warden
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Terms ending in 2022
Angie Barber
Dunn Stapleton
Annabelle Stubbs, Jr. Warden

