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From the Rector:
Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have
spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.”
(John 15:1-4)

Dear Friends:

January was so important in the life of St. Paul’s. I think especially about the Annual Parish Meeting with your
election of three new vestry persons, the appointment of wardens for 2020, the release of an approved and
healthy budget for 2020, and the release of key results from the Holy Cow! CAT. As we move through
Epiphany together and on into Lent, look for implementation of programs that reflect what you said in the CAT
that St. Paul’s needs.
The passage cited above is from the Gospel lesson for the black-letter feast day of Martin Luther (Feb 18).
Luther, as many of us know, lived during the 15/16 th c. and is famous for his role in touching off the Protestant
Reformation that started in Germany. (Not to be confused with simultaneous reformations in the RC Church
itself and in the British Isles.) Ordained priest in the RC Church in his 20s, Luther managed to get himself
excommunicated in his 30s for questioning the practice of Church sale of indulgences, a position he refused to
recant even under pressure from the Church because he believed himself vindicated by Holy Scripture.
Whatever changes come about at St. Paul’s by virtue of the CAT, I trust they shall not rise to the level of
“reformation,” but organizational culture carries with it momentum. Things in motion tend to stay in motion,
and things at rest tend to stay at rest. By the grace of God, we shall move gently but certainly to what God is
calling us to be.
The month of February has already seen—
• The return of cellist Alexei Romanenko to our 10:30 worship on Feb 2. Many thanks to him and to all
those who feted my birthday with cake and ice cream and a rousing “Happy Birthday!”

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
February going forward will include—
• Welcoming Church Workshop on Saturday, Feb 8, 10:00am—1:00pm. This is the second
and last WCW and follows the first of Feb 1 at which 26 parishioners attended. These are turning
out to be successful and useful by any measure, and we encourage even more to show up for
Feb 8.
• Continuing work of our Church Development Institute (CDI) team as we make parish visits to
Valdosta testing out our new skills in discerning congregational culture.
• A vestry retreat the morning of Feb 15 facilitated by the Rev. Walter Hobgood. This will be a Mutual
Ministry Review (MMR) of the parish vision and mission statements; the work vestry and clergy
together accomplished in 2019, as well as what we failed to accomplish; and the key objectives for
2020. [The MMR should be a regular part of our life at St. Paul’s that we might “bear more
fruit.”].
• A convocation of our Altar Guild the afternoon of Feb 15 to conduct training, review SOP, and bring
up to speed valued new members of the guild.
• A second vestry retreat the morning of Feb 22 facilitated by the Rev. Canon Frank Logue. This will be
a very brief review of St. Paul’s accomplishments in 2019, followed by a directed discussion of
parish goals for 2020 including diocesan support and resources thereto, again that we might “bear
more fruit.”
• Sunday, Feb 23, our preacher at both services will be the Rev. Canon Frank Logue, Bishop-Elect.
• Shrove Tuesday falls on Feb 25. Look for our famous Pancake Supper at 6:00pm in the Parish Hall.
• Ash Wednesday falls on Feb 26. Look for Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist at 12:00noon and
at 6:00pm (with music).
Finally, a peek under the corner of the tent for March would reveal a new series of workshops on Spiritual
Gifts. We plan to offer these on Sunday mornings between services and on Wednesday evenings during
Lent, following the same model as our Advent workshops. (More on this later.) But DO PLAN to attend
Sundays OR Wednesdays during Lent. These workshops are a gateway to each discerning his/her
Spiritual Gifts and putting them into ministry that all of us might “bear more fruit.”
Finally, you will note a couple of photos on this page from Nancy’s and my trip to AZ in January. The
occasion was a retreat of the North American Province of the Society of Ordained Scientists (SOSc). We
took time to visit Army friends from the 60s, meet a new deacon friend in Tombstone, and then spend four
days in retreat. May you all continue to “abide in the vine” this new calendar year.
Faithfully,
Fr. Reed Freeman, SOSc
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Schedule for the May Ordination and Consecration Weekend
More information on these events will be forthcoming including the means for clergy and their spouses to
RSVP to the Friday luncheon, and full information on the Friday Evening Dinner. This schedule is to serve as
the save the date information for those attending.
Friday, May 29
11:00 a.m. - Meeting with the Presiding Bishop for clergy and their spouses Lunch follows for all
4:30 p.m. - Ordination rehearsal at the Johnny Mercer Theater
6:30 p.m. - Dinner Tickets will be available for clergy and lay leaders who wish to attend
Saturday, May 30
11 a.m. - Ordination and Consecration at the Johnny Mercer Theater
A reception follows in the hallway outside the theater

Pentecost Sunday, May 31
10:30 a.m. - Music begins in Forsyth Park The congregation brings their own chairs or blankets
11 a.m. - Holy Eucharist Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will preach
Food trucks will be on site after the liturgy with restaurants readily available
around town if those lines are long

Feb 8—Welcoming Church teaching in parish hall with snacks—10:00am—1:00pm—2nd offering

Feb 15—Mutual Ministry Review—vestry w/ Fr. Hobgood—10:00am—1:15pm
Feb 22—Vestry Retreat with Bishop-Elect Canon Logue—10:00am-12:00noon, lunch following
Feb 23—Bishop-Elect Canon Logue preaching both services; attends coffee hour

Feb 25—Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper—6:00pm
Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, 29—Lenten Spiritual Gifts teaching—9:30am-10:15am
Mar 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr 1—Lenten Spiritual Gifts teaching with light supper and Compline—5:30pm—7:00pm

Mar 20-21-- Church Development Institute (CDI#3), Valdosta
May 8-9-- Church Development Institute (CDI#4), Honey Creek
May 30—Consecration of XI Bishop of Georgia, Savannah
May 31—Holy Eucharist w/ XI Bishop of Georgia presiding, Savannah
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VOLUNTEER POSTION
The vestry is looking for a volunteer who would be
willing to take notes of the highlights of the monthly
vestry meetings.
Job Details:
Be available on the 3rd Tuesday each
month from 5pm – 7pm for vestry
meetings.
Scribing notes during the meeting, typing
the notes, emailing final minutes to
rector and senior warden. Minutes
are usually 2 pages in length.

It is almost here!!
***********
The St. Paul’s new website has been
created and our IT support is in the
process of making it available for all to
see. We are hoping that visitors to the
website will see that we are a
welcoming church and consider
dropping in to one of
St. Paul’s services.

If you can help us by serving as the vestry clerk,
please see Father Reed or Pam Reynolds.

The St. Paul’s sanctuary organ was in need of repairs. The
pictures below show the inner workings of the organ. Many
thanks to Walter Kelley and Jim LeVaughn for accompanying the
organ technician while he worked on a number of “repair days”,
some of which took numerous hours.
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Come join us for a
Pancake Supper

On Tuesday, Feb 25
At 6:00pm
In the Parish Hall

Please consider attending the Lenten Wednesday night series
to discover the Spiritual Gifts that God has given you.
Each Wednesday through Lent
beginning March 4

5:30pm—7:00pm.
*****
We will have a light supper of soup, salad and bread
for $10 per person.
Please sign up on the clipboards in the hallway.

*****
If you cannot attend the Wednesday night session,
Sessions will also be held from 9:30am—10:15am
each Sunday morning in March.
There is no need to attend both Wednesday and Sunday
sessions, but if you miss a session you can come to the
corresponding Wednesday or Sunday to make up the content.

LENTEN FRIENDS
If you would like to participate as a Lenten Friend,
Please sign up in the Parish Hall, by February 15.
For more information contact Paula McComb at 344-3562
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
February 22 — Vestry meets with Canon Logue
10:00am-12:00noon with lunch following

Bishop–Elect

February 23 — Bishop-Elect Logue to preach
at both the 8:00am and 10:15am services
at St. Paul’s.

Frank Logue

Annual Parish Meeting

January 26, 2020

We are offering a Welcoming Church Workshop.
• The present environment in mainline churches
• The biblical warrant for hospitality

•
•

HOLY BAPTISM SERVICE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019

Why visitors and newcomers return or don’t
return
“Welcoming Churches” Attract, Invite, Welcome, Incorporate, and Track.

Barrett Williams McEwen
Rhodes Singleton McEwen

What do we do?
What will St. Paul’s do going forward?
Sign up in the Parish Hall or call the Church Office.

Saturday, Feb 8, 10:00am—1:00pm
Materials provided.
Snacks and drinks provided!
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Shanna Aderhold
Angie Barber
Roy Brown
Carol Fullerton**

New Vestry Members for
2020

Jim Hendricks
Mary Helen Morgan

Jim Hendricks

Ned Newcomb

Carol Fullerton

Dave Orlowski***
Pam Reynolds*

Ned Newcomb
(left to right)

Dunn Stapleton
Annabelle Stubbs
*Senior Warden / **Junior Warden / ***Treasurer

EPISCOCHICKS
If you would be willing to bring snacks for
fellowship time after the 10:30am church
service, contact Molly Swan at 229-344-2268.

If you would like to host Episcochicks at your
home, we still have dates available for June 4,
July 2, August 6, Sept. 3, Nov. 5, and Dec 3.
Please sign up on the bulletin board
to claim your date!


Check out the new tile in the kitchen that will stop
water damage to the plaster walls and help us keep
the area around the sink more sanitary.



Carpets in the chapel, St. Paul’s room, and
administrative offices have been cleaned.



Tile floors in bathrooms and kitchen have been
professionally cleaned.

Alexei Romanenko

FLOWER CALENDAR

Alexei returned to St. Paul’s on
Sunday, Feb. 2
for another wonderful concert!

Flowers for the altar are
available to thank someone,
remember a loved one,
honor a special occasion or
just because you feel the
grace of our
heavenly Father.
There are Sundays available
in April, May, June and
throughout the rest
of the year!
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January Memorials

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Given For
Ladles of Love
Frances Wellman Estate
Ruth Fountain

Feb

1 Bob Fletcher

11 Heath Allegood

Kathleen Woodcock

Altar Guild in Memory of Mary Faulk
Parker & Barbara Westbrook

16 E.B. Mullen

2 Lori Jarzen

17 Parker Moore

Ashley Miles

18 Greg Fullerton

3 Faison Middleton

21 Laura Golden

4 Alice Bell

In Memory Of

Marian Sherman

Dunn Stapleton

Margaret Whiting

Mary Brice Morgan

Trudie Wright/Mary Faulk/Martha W. Wright
Sherman & Jean Willis

23 Tracey Woodcock

Ian Woodcock

Asher Davis

6 John Holman

24 Amy Jones

Reed Freeman

25 Lawson Swan

7 Janet Goodyear

26 Thomas Hilsman

Henry Rutledge

Laney Leach

8 Debbie Richardson
9 Patrick Golden

10 Grayson Darby

Anniversaries
Feb 7 Jay & Pam Reynolds
21 Sean & Anna Hendley

Clergy and Staff

Worship Services

The Rev. Dr. Reed Freeman, SOSc, Rector

Sunday
Rite I Eucharist at 8:00am
Rite II Eucharist at 10:30am

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist
Lynne Parks, Handbell Director
Penny Alligood, Parish Administrator
Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary
Velma McClary, Housekeeper

Wednesday
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service at 12:00noon
(Chapel)

Robert Clay, Sexton
St. Paul’s Vestry
Terms ending in 2021
Shanna Aderhold
Roy Brown
Mary Helen Morgan
Pam Reynolds, Sr. Warden

Terms ending in 2022
Angie Barber
Dunn Stapleton
Annabelle Stubbs
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Terms ending in 2023
Carol Fullerton, Jr. Warden
Jim Hendricks
Ned Newcomb

