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From the Rector:
Assuming that Jesus was in the group of travelers, his parents went a day’s journey. Then they
started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. When his parents saw him
they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this?
Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.”
(Lk 2:44-46, 48)

Dear Friends:

The season of Lent began in late February with Ash Wednesday and its invitation to self-examination and
repentance. Prayer, fasting, self-denial, reading, meditating—it remains to be seen how each of us will
choose to live into Lent. Signs of Life & The Way of Love has been available in recent days with a copy
elsewhere in this Ministry. I commend it to you as a framework for your observance of Lent. [At the time
of this writing, “Ashes to Go” has not yet had its debut at St. Paul’s. I will be interested to know how it was
received by us and more broadly in Albany.]
The month of March falls totally within the season of Lent, and major feasts beyond Sundays would include
Saint Joseph (Mar 19) and The Annunciation of Our Lord (Mar 25). The quotation this month is from the
Gospel reading for Saint Joseph, the long-suffering and faithful earthly father of Jesus. It brings me back to
a day about 50 yr ago when one of our children wandered away from us on the beach. That 5 or 10 minutes
until we found him was incredibly wrenching. I wonder what Mary and Joseph felt as they searched for
three days. “Great anxiety” would appear to be an understatement.
Coincident with Lent we will continue to focus on what we said we wanted in the Congregation Assessment
Tool (CAT). The series of Spiritual Gifts Workshops will be offered on Wednesdays evenings,
5:30—7:00pm, beginning March 4. The evening will consist of a light supper together, the program, and
Compline—the same model we used during Advent. [Please note that for those who cannot commit to
Wednesdays, the Spiritual Gifts Workshop series will be offered on Sunday mornings at 9:15—10:00am
sharp.] These workshops have been shown to be instrumental in empowering the faithful to discern their
gifts and to take on ministries in the Church that match up with those gifts.

Continued on page 2
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During the month, your Church Development Institute (CDI) team of five persons will travel to Valdosta
on March 20-21 for their third weekend with the 30-some participants diocese-wide. We will be visiting
three Episcopal Churches in Valdosta; consolidating the results of individual visits to worship services at
those churches during Feb/Mar; and feeding back to their respective clergy and lay leaders what we
observed. The skills we are learning will be usefully applied to St. Paul’s in future projects requiring data
gathering, analysis, and change implementation.
Back to good old Saint Joseph. I cannot pretend that every missing-child event ends well, neither can I
surround the Jesus-event with platitudes that make it all OK. It might have been a good idea for Jesus to
let Mary and Joseph know what he was up to. But God’s grace does emerge even from ‘train wrecks.’
And we should give both humble and hearty thanks when things end well in spite of us.

Faithfully,
Fr. Reed Freeman, SOSc

Bishop–Elect Canon Frank Logue met with the Vestry on Sat., Feb 22

and preached at both worship services on Sunday, Feb. 23.
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Schedule for the Ordination and Consecration of the
11th Bishop of Georgia
Friday, May 29
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry meets with press in the morning.
11:00 a.m. — Meeting with the Presiding Bishop for clergy and their spouses.
Provided lunch follows for all.
4:30 p.m. — Ordination rehearsal at the Johnny Mercer Theater
6:30 p.m. — Gather for sit down dinner for Presiding Bishop and other bishops taking part in the
Consecration, with tickets available for clergy and lay leaders who wish to attend.

Saturday, May 30
The Courtyard by Marriott will host a breakfast for the Presiding Bishop and the other bishops taking part in the liturgy.
This time will include a formal sealing of the bishop’s ordination certificate and will be followed by a private and confidential meeting with visiting Episcopal Church bishops, the Bishop-Elect, and other bishops in full communion with The
Episcopal Church.
11:00 a.m. — Ordination and Consecration at the Johnny Mercer Theater

Pentecost Sunday, May 31
10:30 a.m. — Music begins in Forsyth Park. The congregation brings their own chairs.
11:00 a.m. — Holy Eucharist at the band shell in Forsyth Park
Presiding Bishop preaching
Food trucks will be on site after the liturgy.

St. Paul’s Church
Income & Expense—Jan YTD
$ (000s)
Jan budget
YTD actual
YTD budget
30.1
22.4
30.1
4.5
8.1
4.5
34.6
30.5
34.6

Pledge income
Other income
Total income

Jan actual
22.4
8.1
30.5

Total expense

25.4

28.0

25.4

28.0

91

5.1

6.6

5.1

6.6

77

Net income

actual % budget
74%
180
88

Dear St. Paul’s Friends:
Copies of vestry minutes and vestry financial reports are always posted on the bulletin board in the same corridor as the St. Paul’s
Room. We are also publishing monthly a financial summary so that our members will have a quick-reference indication of income received vs.
pledges and overall financial health of parish operations.
You will see in the table above results for January 2020 as certified by the vestry at its meeting of Feb 18. The Ministry publication of
financial summary will always be dated one month back because of the accounting and approval cycle.
The takeaway for January is income received vs. pledges at $22.4K vs. budget of $30.1K, or 74% of budget. January is frequently a
“slow” month following on the heels of the Christmas season, but the month shortfall of $7.7K is a reminder to all of us to stay current with our
pledges insofar as possible.
Expenses at 91% of budget are an indication of continuing responsible cost control by our vestry.
Faithfully and for the vestry,
Fr. Reed+
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Spiritual Gifts Workshops
A Lenten Offering
Holy Cow! CAT suggests we want to:
Make changes to attract new families
Incorporate more people into church life
Provide more spiritual formation opportunities
Develop more ministries that heal
Help members understand their call to ministry
We will build on our Advent experience and offer:
Wednesday evenings during Lent
Mar 4, 11, 18, 25; Apr 1
Supper ($10), program, worship
Start at 5:30pm. Out by 7:00pm.

Spiritual Gifts Workshops will:
Introduce giftedness as fruit of the Holy Spirit
Explore biblical warrant for Spiritual gifts
Each participant completes own assessment
Each pariticipant evaluates own assessment
Discuss ministry opportunities based on gifts
Sign-ups:
As in Advent, we need to give a count to caterer
A sign-up sheet for each Wednesday
Sign up outside Parish Hall.
Spiritual Gifts Workshops
OPTIONAL SCHEDULE

If you cannot attend on Wednesdays,
If you know you will miss a Wednesday,

QPR

Question, Persuade, Refer
You are invited to a free QPR training March 17 at
1:30-3:00 at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church. This is
for any leaders or members associated with Albany
downtown churches.

QPR is a nationally known evidenced-based program
for everyone who would like to learn more about
recognizing signs of someone experiencing severe
emotional distress and learning communication skills
that demonstrate caring and understanding. It is not
intended to be a form of counseling or treatment but
intended to offer hope through positive action. The
goal of this program is suicide prevention which is on
the rise especially with young adults and men over
65.
Many individuals in emotional pain don’t talk about
it because of stigma associated with mental health
issues but they may give some hints and QPR will
teach you how to recognize them. Unfortunately, not
all suicides can be prevented but saving any one life
is important.
QPR can make a positive difference in the life of
a family member, friend, colleague or neighbor.
Please contact Debbie Richardson at
229-881-1678 for questions and to register.

We will offer a Sunday morning option:
Sunday mornings during Lent
Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Right after Breakfast ($5)
Start at 9:15am. Out by 10:00am
Spiritual Gifts Workshops same as following Wed.:
Introduce giftedness as fruit of the Holy Spirit
Explore biblical warrant for Spiritual gifts
Each participant completes own assessment
Each participant evaluates own assessment
Discuss ministry opportunities based on gifts
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Asher Lovelace
The Lovelace family has been a part of our St Paul's family for three generations. We focus today on one of our
Seniors, a young man named Asher Lovelace, a person who has many gifts and one whom we know will go far.

He has lived in SWGA since he was born 18 years ago. He went to Montessori and Lake Park Elementary Schools, also
Merry Acres Gifted Middle School. His family left for one year to live in Woodstock, Ga and he returned to go to Lee County
High School. At Lee County High School, he has been very active in the band, playing many instruments, including the trumpet
and tuba. He is very musical and can also play the guitar and the piano. He was recently chosen to be in the District Honor
Band where they choose top musicians in the district and they then perform together in a band for others to enjoy. He now
takes college classes at Georgia Southwestern in Americus and will continue with his college career there in the fall. He is
strong in math and hopes to attend Georgia Tech in the future, possibly to be an engineer one day. When asked who was the
most formative person for him at Lee County High, he mentioned a friend named Ryan whom he has known since eighth grade
who has supported him throughout their high school years, one whom he knew he could count on for anything.
Another special interest of his has been being a member of the Boy Scouts. His scout leader has been one of our
own parishioners, Tony Blakey. On February 24, he received his Eagle Scout badge. One of the special things about Asher is
that his grandfather, Brooks Lovelace, obtained the Eagle Scout award in 1939 and his own dad, Bill Lovelace, received his in
1972. Three generations of Eagle Scouts say a great deal about the Lovelace family. In the photo, you will see Asher in front
of the Scouting Motto that says, “Be Prepared." His grandfather created this beautiful wooden piece many years ago and it is
still being used today. It was recently on the front page of the Albany Herald (2/17/20) with all the local Eagle Scout Recipients! For his project that was needed to obtain the Eagle Scout badge, Asher made a bench with a wooden frame that has a
chess board as the surface. This bench is at Lake Park Elementary School (his former Alma Mater!) for all the students there
to use and to enjoy.
His own dad, Bill Lovelace, shows great pride when talking about his son. He said he has been such a joy for him and
for his mother. They often comment on how he has been so well-behaved throughout his life and has not given them one
moment's trouble. When Asher was asked who the most formative person in his life had been, he said immediately that both
his mom and dad have been outstanding for him in making him the person that he is today. His parents and St Paul's have every
reason to be very proud of Asher. His Shepherd this year has been Molly Swan and she has enjoyed every moment of getting to
know him also!
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ALTAR GUILD/FLOWER MINISTRY
MUSIC DEPARTMENT/EXTRA MUSICIANS
It seems as though we were just beginning preparing for Advent and now we are in preparation for the Lenten season leading
into Easter. During Lent there will be no altar flowers, instead we will have something different and we hope meaningful for
everyone.
That said, there will be flowers as always for our Easter services, something we want to begin planning for. To do this we
need the support of everyone. We are asking that you make a donation to be used for the Easter flower arrangements. Each
donation will be acknowledged in our Easter bulletins and our April newsletter. Also, on Easter as is our custom, we will have
extra musicians to heighten our worship experience.
Please consider participating by making a donation in any amount in memory and/or in honor of any person(s) you designate.
This can be done by completing the form below and returning it with your check to the church office no later than Friday,
March 27th. This will give us time for planning the flower arrangements, and extra musicians and for Penny to handle the
acknowledgment insert.

EASTER FLOWERS AND EXTRA MUSICIANS DONATION
Enclosed is check in the amount of $________________________, to be used for Easter flowers and extra musicians at
St. Paul’s.
My donation is in:
Memory of:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Honor of:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thanksgiving for:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Altar Guild and Music Department of St. Paul’s Church thank you for helping us in our preparations for the Easter Season.
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February Memorials

If you would be willing to bring snacks for
fellowship time after the 10:30am church
service, contact Molly Swan
at 229-344-2268.

Given For Ladles of Love
In Memory Of
Carl & Clarice Leavy by Cathy & Curtis Whittington
Wytch Stubbs by Nancy & Bubba Burt
Chad Rivers
Pam & Jay Reynolds
Molly & Bill Swan
Debbie & Cullen Richardson

EPISCOCHICKS
If you would like to host
Episcochicks at your home,
we still have dates available
for July 2, August 6, Sept. 3,
Nov. 5, and Dec 3.

Zoe Logan Phillips
Pam & Jay Reynolds
Debbie & Cullen Richardson

Please sign up on the
bulletin board
to claim your date!

Wytch Stubbs
Pam & Jay Reynolds
Molly & Bill Swan
Debbie & Cullen Richardson
Don & Jan Shiver
Sam & Willette Strickland
John & Beth Stewart

Inquirers’ Classes
Want to be Confirmed?
. . to be Received into the
Episcopal Church?
. . to Reaffirm your Baptismal Vows?
. . to learn more about the
Episcopal Church?

Joe Shiver
Pam & Jay Reynolds
Molly & Bill Swan
Debbie & Cullen Richardson
Jane Braun
Endowment Fund Memorial for Wyche Stubbs
Nancy & Jay Ventulett

Fr. Reed will host short meetings to
discuss and equip you for these
sacramental offerings:

Other February Gifts
Ladles of Love in Honor of
Carolyn Hatcher by Jackie and Paul, Jessica and Sean “With Much Love on your Birthday!”

Mondays, 5:30—6:30pm
March 23, 30; April 6, 13, 20, 27
We look forward to Confirmation by the
Rt. Rev Scott Benhase, Bishop of Georgia.
Date, time, and venue to be discussed at
our Monday meetings.

In Honor of
Father Reed Freeman and Rev. Ann Heinemann
by Sabra Dunn
Ladles of Love
First United Methodist Albany
Joy Group of United Methodist Women
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Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, 29—Lenten Spiritual Gifts teaching—9:15am-10:00am
Mar 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr 1—Lenten Spiritual Gifts teaching
with light supper and Compline—5:30pm—7:00pm

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Mar 16—Beer & Hymns—Pretoria Fields—6:30pm—8:00pm
Mar 17—QPR Training at St. Paul’s—1:30pm —3:00pm
Mar 20-21-- Church Development Institute (CDI#3), Valdosta
May 8-9-- Church Development Institute (CDI#4), Honey Creek

March 2 Marilyne Moore
4 Nancy Brown

5 Laura Harrell
Laurin Harrison

May 30—Consecration of XI Bishop of Georgia, Savannah

9 Wil Campbell

May 31—Holy Eucharist w/XI Bishop of Georgia presiding, Savannah

Patti Dixon
11 Mitch Mercer
12 G.G. Aderhold
Kelly Bell
16 H.J. Chandler
18 Annabelle Stubbs
Buckley Davis
Jon Moore
22 Mike Seymour
26 Maggie Greene
Nathan Greene
28 Lisa Wright
31 Rev. Ann Heinemann

Anniversaries
Mar 10 Brinson & Gail Phillips
Mar 17 Bob & Kathleen Fiorito
Mar 20 Mr. & Mrs. J. Chris Anderson

Janet Goodyear’s
90th Birthday Celebration

Clergy and Staff

Worship Services

The Rev. Dr. Reed Freeman, SOSc, Rector

Sunday
Rite I Eucharist at 8:00am
Rite II Eucharist at 10:30am

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist
Lynne Parks, Handbell Director
Penny Alligood, Parish Administrator
Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary
Velma McClary, Housekeeper

Wednesday
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service at 12:00noon
(Chapel)

Robert Clay, Sexton
St. Paul’s Vestry
Terms ending in 2021
Shanna Aderhold
Roy Brown
Mary Helen Morgan
Pam Reynolds, Sr. Warden

Terms ending in 2022
Angie Barber
Dunn Stapleton
Annabelle Stubbs
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Terms ending in 2023
Carol Fullerton, Jr. Warden
Jim Hendricks
Ned Newcomb

