
Second Sunday after Pentecost 

 

We boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not 

only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
               (Rom 5:2b-5) 

Dear Friends: 

 

We recall today that Paul wrote Romans in the mid-1st c. and 

addressed it to the believers in Rome, persons loose-knit 

organizationally who were struggling in the face of periodic 

persecution and a population majority of naysayers.  

Notwithstanding Paul’s reassurance of the believers’ justification 

through faith and their subsequent inheritance of peace and grace, 

their suffering was very real and could be life ending. 

 

I am not sure how reassuring it was then—or even how reassuring it 

is now—but as a matter of faith we are asked to accept that 

“suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope.”  What is reassuring is that given the 

inevitability of suffering in a sin-stained world, there is the promise 

of what our catechism calls the Christian hope (BCP, 861): 

 Q. What is the Christian hope? 

 A. The Christian hope is to live with confidence in newness 

      and fullness of life, and to await the coming of Christ in       

      glory, and the completion of God’s purpose for the world. 

 

Our formational discussions over the past year-and-a-half have 

revealed that “await(ing) the coming of Christ in glory, and the 

completion of God’s purpose for the world” is but a work in process.  

God’s purpose we would say is clearly not fully completed, but the 

coming of Christ in glory is happening continually.  Look for the 

peace and grace—every day! 

          

    Faithfully,  

    Fr. Reed+ (904)472-4119 cell  



The Collect of the Day 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and 

love, that through your grace we may proclaim your truth with 

boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of 

our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for Relief from the Virus Contagion  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, graciously comfort your people 

amid the uncertainty facing us in the Coronavirus contagion: 

Mercifully attend to those who are sick, bless those who seek a 

vaccine and cure, bless our Church and civic leaders as they seek to 

guide us, and fill our hearts with confidence that, though at times we 

may be afraid, we may still put our trust in you; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.  

 

Concluding Collect: For the Election of a Rector  

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your 

Church, and so guide the minds of Shanna, Dana, Jim, Walter, Kari, 

Middi, Brandon and Ted, those who shall choose a rector for this 

parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your 

people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  

 

First Reading—Exodus 19:2-8a 

The Israelites had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness 

of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front 

of the mountain. Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him 

from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of 

Jacob, and tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to the 

Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 

myself. Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, 

you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, 

the whole earth is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom 

and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the 

Israelites.” 



So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before 

them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. The people 

all answered as one: “Everything that the Lord has spoken we will 

do.”  

 

Psalm 100         Jubilate Deo 

1 Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

     serve the Lord with gladness 

     and come before his presence with a song. 

2 Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

     he himself has made us, and we are his; 

     we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 

     go into his courts with praise; * 

     give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

4 For the Lord is good; 

     his mercy is everlasting; * 

     and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

Second Reading—Romans 5:1-8 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this 

grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 

glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 

produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. For while we were 

still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person-- though perhaps for a 

good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his 

love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 

 

 

 



Holy Gospel—Matthew 9:35--10:8  

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and 

curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, 

he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

     Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every 

disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve 

apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; 

James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and 

Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of 

Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, 

the one who betrayed him. 

     These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go 

nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 

but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, 

proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 

Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 

You received without payment; give without payment.  

 


