Announcements
The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God, and in thanksgiving for
our parish family, past, present and future by Dunn and Nealy Stapleton.

The altar flower chart for 2020 has one date available:
September 6, 2020. Cost for flowers has increased to $100. Call the
church office if you would like to put flowers on the altar September 6.

JULY

Holy Eucharist
The Eighth Sunday after the Day of Pentecost
July 26, 2020
Rite I
8:00am

Holy Eucharist available via St. Paul’s Facebook page and also by link
from our website at: stpaulsalbany.org
Viewing of each Sunday’s St. Paul’s service will be available by the
afternoon following the 10:30 service.

212 North Jefferson St.
Albany, Georgia 31701

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation ..........................................................

BCP 323

Collect for Purity
The Collect of the Day
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is
strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that,
with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things
temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
First Reading............................ sit .............................. Genesis 29:15-28
Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?”
Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the
name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel
was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve
you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is
better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other
man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they
seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.

Prayers of the People
Please remember your prayers for the special needs of Mary Hagan,
Kay, Carole Utlaut, Pat Burger, Loring Gray, Carmella Maurizi,
Bob Russell, Will Reeves, our Bishop, Search Committee, Parish Staff,
and Vestry.
Prayers for all first responders and all the men and women of our armed
forces, at home and abroad. Defend them in their trials and temptations,
give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a
sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be.
In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for our congregation on
St. Simons Island, Christ Church and Holy Nativity. We also pray for
our ecumenical partners on the island, especially Lord of Life Lutheran
Church and St. William’s Catholic Church. In our companion diocese
of the Dominican Republic, we pray for St. Barnabas (San Bernabé) in
Pizarrete.

Worship Ministers:
Lector/Acolyte: Ted Wright
Ushers: Sydney Bush, Jay Reynolds, Ned Newcomb

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her,
for my time is completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of
the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter
Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his
maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came,
it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to
me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived
me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger
before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give
you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob
did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter
Rachel as a wife.

Altar Guild: Paula McComb, Mari Wright
Organist: Dr. Marcia Hood
Videographer: Nathan Alligood
Celebrant: The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott

The Holy Communion

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer II

BCP 340

The Lord’s Prayer

BCP 336

traditional

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church
where your blessed Body and Blood are being offered to the Father, I
desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I believe that you are truly
present in the Holy Sacrament. And since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite
myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let
me never be separated from you. Let me live and die in your love.
Amen.
Invitation to Communion
The Communion
Postcommunion Prayer ........................................................... BCP 339
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou
dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost
assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father,
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to
walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy
Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
Blessing and Dismissal

in unison

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
4 Search for the LORD and his strength; *
continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.
7 He is the LORD our God; *
his judgments prevail in all the world.
8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, *
the promise he made for a thousand generations:
9 The covenant he made with Abraham, *
the oath that he swore to Isaac,
10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, *
an everlasting covenant for Israel,
11 Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan *
to be your allotted inheritance."
45b Hallelujah!
Holy Gospel ......................stand.................... Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven
is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make
nests in its branches.”
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast
that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of
it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has
and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he
had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea
and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat
down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be
at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

The Sermon

The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott

The Nicene Creed ................................................................... BCP 326
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People, Form II .......................................BCP 385
Confession of Sin ......................................................................BCP 331
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will,
and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
The Peace

