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From the Rector:

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation.
(2 Cor 5:17-18)

Dear Friends:
By the time you get to read your July Ministry, Nancy and I will have made our move back to Jacksonville.
It goes without saying that we have had a wonderful year-and-a-half at St. Paul’s, although we join you
in the feeling that the coronavirus has taken some of the wind out of our collective sails. But this is the
way of all faithful ministry in the Lord given enough time to look at events and trends. Ministry has
always been a series of ups and downs, and the promise of the Gospel is not that we will avoid or
eliminate the “downs,” but that we will learn how to deal with peace and grace in spite of them.
Looking at the month of July, the Sundays, and the saints’ days, I see that July 22 is the feast day of
St. Mary Magdalene. If there ever was a faithful saint it was Mary, and she certainly had her ups and
downs in ministry. You may recall that her introduction to Jesus came when he drove out her demons —
all seven of them! Thereafter, Mary followed Jesus throughout Galilee ministering to him as they went
from town to town. She was one of the faithful few women who stood vigil at the foot of the cross and
who went to the tomb to mourn and care for Jesus’ body.
Regarded as the equal of an apostle in the Eastern Church, Mary was the first witness of the risen Christ,
the one who tells the disciples, “I have seen the Lord” (Jn 20:18). Even though the death of Jesus on the
cross was devastating to the faithful disciples—men and women—Mary certainly came to understand
what Paul would later describe as “being in Christ”; “everything old has passed away, see, everything has
become new!”
Nancy and I, and the good folks of St. Paul’s, cannot know the future. But we can live secure in the faith,
and we can choose to live in the peace and grace of God, counting on the new creation destined for each
of us and for our congregation.
Special thanks go to the congregation, to the vestries of the past two years, and to the staff for
supporting Nancy and me, toiling with us in kingdom work, and simply loving us as we are.
Faithfully,
Fr. Reed Freeman, SOSc
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St. Paul’s Church
Income and Expense—May 2020
$ (000s)

Pledge income
Other income
Total income
Total expense
Net income

May actual
25.4
1.9
27.3
28.7
− 1.4

YTD actual
153.4
23.5
176.9
149.6
27.3

YTD budget
150.7
22.1
172.8
168.7
4.2

YTD deviation
2.7
1.4
4.1
−19.1
23.1

Dear St. Paul’s Friends:
Copies of vestry minutes and vestry financial reports are always posted on the bulletin board in the same corridor as the
St. Paul’s Room. We are also mailing to your home and/or publishing in The Ministry copies of the minutes during the suspension of
in-person activities and worship at the church. We publish this abbreviated financial summary so that our members will have a
quick reference indication of the financial health of parish operations.
The table above for May 2020 and May YTD is from the financial report certified by the vestry at its meeting of June 16.
The Ministry publication of financial summary will always be dated one month back because of the accounting and approval cycle.
The bottom line for May is that pledge income is running $153.4K vs. budget of $150.7K, or $2.7K above budget (102% of
budget), all figures YTD. This reflects good stewardship on the part of our members, coupled with some advance payment of
pledges.
Expenses for May YTD are running $149.6K vs. budget of $168.7K, or $19.1K below budget (89% of budget). This reflects
good cost management by the vestry and staff, as well below budget level of activity due to the virus-related suspension.
Finally, please note that the Federal Payroll Protection Program loan in the amount of $33.1K is being applied to May and
June staff employee compensation, but the loan face value is not included in the May financial extract above. Part of this will be
convertible to a grant under certain conditions being monitored by Finance Committee and Vestry.
Faithfully and for the vestry,
Fr. Reed+

Farewell
We Will Miss You!
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Minutes
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Vestry Meeting
Tuesday, May 19, 2020
5:00 PM
In attendance: Pam Reynolds, Senior Warden; Carol Fullerton, Junior Warden; Roy Brown, Ned Newcomb, Jim Hendricks, Annabelle Stubbs,
Dunn Stapleton
Absent: Shanna Aderhold, Mary Helen Morgan, Angie Barber

Also attending: Fr. Freeman, Dave Orlowski, Treasurer, Nealy Stapleton, Clerk
Fr. Freeman called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. He led the Vestry in the Opening Devotional.

Approval of Minutes
Ned made a motion to approve the minutes from the meeting held April 21, 2020; Dunn seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report
Dave Orlowski reported the Tithes and Open Offering for the month were $5,599.47 over budget. Year-to-date Tithes and Offerings are $9,698.14
over budget. Dave went over several expense categories that are over-budget including Worship Materials. This category is over-budget due to
the need for a technician to produce Fr. Freeman’s weekly online recordings. Dave pointed out the Building and Grounds Maintenance category
has had air conditioning, plumbing and roofing expenses that could be reimbursed from certain asset accounts on the balance sheet.
Ned Newcomb made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Dunn Stapleton seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
The Vestry discussed the bid from Seller’s Tile to update the Men’s and Women’s bathrooms on the first floor. Seller’s can complete the project
by June 21. Mitch Mercer can oversee the project. Annabelle questioned proceeding with the bathroom update in light of the fact there are
several “unknowns” with the roof. Dunn asked if the Finance Committee had a recommendation about how to pay for the bathroom project.
Dave answered possibly using funds from the Endowment’s capital improvement account. Pam said $60,000 remain in the Capital Campaign
account. Roy Brown made the motion to proceed with the bathrooms project using Seller’s Tile at a bid of up to $43,930.53, with the job to
be completed by June 21, 2020; and with Mitch Mercer to oversee the project. Jim Hendricks seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.
Rector’s Report
Fr. Freeman recommended forming a committee to develop plans for reconvening in-person church services. He said everyone must feel safe
about returning to church, and that the Vestry is concerned for the congregation. He suggested the committee include Lynne Steiger, Ned, Pam
and Dunn volunteered to serve on the committee. Carol suggested an Altar Guild member should serve on the committee. Fr. Freeman will also
serve on the committee. He agreed to call Angie, Shanna, Mary Helen, Paula McComb, and Mari Wright to ask if they could serve.
The first meeting of the Reconvening Committee will be held Thursday May 28, 2020, at 5:30 PM.
Canon Logue will be installed as XI Bishop of Georgia on Saturday, May 30, 2020, in Savannah. There will be a virtual church service from
Savannah on Sunday, May 31, 2020. These events will be promoted locally in mailings and on the St. Paul’s website and Facebook page.
Fr. Freeman said Canon Logue (who will be Bishop Logue by then) will come to Albany and record different parts of a church service at the three
Episcopal churches. The service will be available for viewing on Trinity Sunday, June 7, 2020.

On Sunday, June 14, 2020, we will have a virtual church service conducted from St. Paul’s with only a minimum number of participants.
Fr. Freeman’s final virtual homily from his home in Jacksonville will be Sunday, May 24, 2020.
Fr. Freeman discussed Communion Under Special Circumstances and provided a handout.

Continued on page 4
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Continued from Page 3

Junior Warden’s Report
Carol told the Vestry the following improvements have taken place:
• New low-intensity lights have been installed behind the St. Paul’s window. The lights can now be turned on and off dependably
downstairs.
• The Youth House has been cleaned and has a new roof. After the flooring is replaced in the bathroom, an ADA toilet will be installed.
• The lamp post and railing of the small Memorial Garden have been sanded and painted.
• The rotten wood in the window of Fr. Freeman’s office needs to be replaced.
• The Hobart dishwasher has been repaired.
• Carol will soon buy rubber mats to be placed by the sinks and stove.
• Roy said tree limbs have fallen over the electrical wires in the yard of the Youth House and need to be looked at.
Senior Warden’s Report
• Pam has spoken with Tim McClain at Synovus about the stock donation meant for St. Paul’s that became lost in the Synovus
system. Once discovered, the stock was liquidated but at a substantial loss had Synovus sold the stock when it should have.
Mr. McClain is working with the Compliance Department at Synovus, and told Pam he thought she would be pleased with the
outcome.
• Steve Hinton offered St. Paul’s a framed, charcoal drawing he did of the Stations of the Cross. Pam made a motion the Vestry
accept Steve’s gift of the drawing. Ned seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
• Pam bought leather key rings as gifts from the church for St. Paul’s four graduating high school seniors, Joe Morgan,
Sam Yarborough, Asher Lovelace, and Patrick Bass.
• Pam announced the Barney’s Run Committee has decided not to have the run this year due to COVID-19.
• Pam asked what should be done about Ladles of Love. Annabelle suggested referring the question to the Ladles of Love
Committee for consideration. The committee may decide not to start up again until the fall.
• It was suggested both Episcochicks and Men’s Chill and Grill be suspended until further notice, and to make the announcement
in The Ministry.
• Pam announced the entire upstairs has been cleaned and organized with the exception of Dr. Hood’s office and the Music Room.
Pam said Velma has been busy cleaning the area.
• Pam suggested the Vestry develop an annual maintenance schedule for the church building, roof, garden, yards, and HVAC
system. She said this would help the church stay in good running order going forward. Fr. Freeman suggested forming a
committee to create an overall maintenance schedule. This committee would help the Junior Warden with maintenance. The
following people were designated as committee members: Pam, Carol, and Fr. Freeman. Several former Junior and Senior
Wardens will be asked to serve on the committee. Carol volunteered to develop the committee.
Old Business
Roof Update
Annabelle said she had met with Jody Usry who took another look at the roof and found 40-50 places where there were problems including
holes in bricks and damaged flashing. He said the flat roofs were in good shape and well repaired. He suggested developing a maintenance
schedule for the roof. The professional engineer from Macon, Mike Clark, will hopefully inspect the main church’s roof and make his
independent recommendation as to what the insurance company should cover. Scott Brown continues to work with Annabelle, and has been
very helpful communicating with these professionals.
Cares Act (Paycheck Protection Program)
Pam participated in a Zoom meeting with recipients of PPP funds within the diocese. Each parish has two months to spend their PPP funds and
75% of the funds received must be spent on salaries. Debbie Shanklin, church bookkeeper, will develop a schedule of all legitimate expenses
that qualify for PPP. St. Paul’s has not received the PPP funds yet because the funds were deposited into a closed account!
Gift for Bishop Benhase
Pam reported the church has mailed a check for the gift for Bishop Benhase. Fr. Freeman said Bishop Benhase has requested all funds that come
to him as a departing gift will go to help retire debt for Honey Creek.
Stewardship
Pam announced Lisa Wright has agreed to serve as chair of the Stewardship Campaign. Pam asked the Vestry to decide who will serve as the
Vestry representative on the Stewardship Committee. Fr. Freeman will contact Angie, Mary Helen and Shanna about serving on the committee
as the Vestry representative.
Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4
New Business
Updating Internet Services
Pam has asked Don Shiver to work with St. Paul’s to update the internet service. Don has recommended going with the City of Albany internet
service at 50 mbps for $190.95 per month. This rate would be part of a three-year contract, and the amount of band width would be sufficient for
the church over 5-8 years. It was suggested Pam ask Don about whether the City of Albany has phone service. Annabelle made the motion to
approve entering into a contract with the city of Albany for fiber optic cable service at 50 mbps at $190.95 per month over a three year period
plus a one-time fee of $250.00. Jim Hendricks seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
The Ministry will be mailed out the first of the month to all parishioners. It will include the Rector’s Report, a financial summary, memorials,
church members positive experiences during COVID-19, Junior Warden’s report, information about online consecration service for Canon Logue,
the service with Canon (Bishop) Logue officiating/preaching from the three Albany churches, and St. Paul’s virtual service on June 14.
Fr. Freeman’s contract with St. Paul’s ends June 30. He has arranged for supply clergy for July and August. Fr. Freeman said the Vestry needs to
be in direct contact with Bishop Logue about identifying interim/visiting priests. He suggested the congregation should be notified his last service
at St. Paul’s will be Sunday, June 28, 2020.
The next Vestry meeting will be held Tuesday, June 16, 2020, at 5:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Nealy Stapleton, Clerk

From Fr. Reed and Nancy
Dear Friends of St. Paul’s:
We drove from Albany to Jacksonville on Monday with both cars filled to the brim. What one can bring in one
direction in 70 trips is not so easily undone going the other way in one trip! The most valuable item in the
cargo was the box of wonderful notes from so many of you, our good friends in the parish. We started
reading them one by one last night at home, and it takes time. Time for the two of us to reminisce about each
person with our laughter and the occasional tear.
Thank you, too, for the most generous honorarium. It took us completely by surprise, and it will help us to
establish our next missionary base, be it in the retirement village at Atlantic Beach or at some other parish
down the road.
If I were writing to you about HOPE on March 1, I would have talked about all that we had done together at
St. Paul’s, what those efforts did to position us for the year to come, and our collective aspirations for the
coming several months. Enter COVID-19. Whatever that reflection might have been, it could not have
predicted where we would be on July 1. The topic is still hope. Hope that the mutual help and support, the
reaching out at a distance, and the holding up for one another a future for St. Paul’s—will continue among
you. That is not only our HOPE; it is our prayer.
Faithfully,
Fr. Reed and Nancy
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Look at What’s New at St. Paul’s

Repaired and stained two
benches—one in garden and
one inside the church near the
Parish Hall (thanks, Cullen).

Repaired lighting
problem and converted to LED lights
that illuminate
the St. Paul’s
window in
sanctuary.

Spring cleaned the
Youth House and
made it more usable
plus repaired rotten
flooring in its downstairs bathroom.

Fixed leak in underground water supply in Lucy Walters
Memorial Garden.

Remodeled both downstairs bathrooms
including new flooring, toilets, sinks,
countertops, painted walls, dropdown
baby changing station, paper towel
dispensers, non-touch soap dispensers,
new trash cans, and double roll toilet
paper holders.

Cleaned out Christian
Education room upstairs in
church; sorted, stored,
and labeled boxes of props for
VBS, Sunday School, Easter,
Lent, musicals, Godly Play, etc.

Repaired Hobart
dishwasher leak.
Replaced and
brought up to code
gas line that supplies
the stove and ovens
in the church kitchen.

Organized and cleaned three
closets upstairs in main
church.

Changed all the filters
(20+) in the church.

Installed new roof on the Youth House and
repaired interior damage that resulted from
Hurricane Michael.

Placed strategic hoses to
areas in LYW Memorial
Garden where
underground watering system did not reach.
Put this sprinkler on
timer (thanks, Cullen).
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Placed strategic hoses to areas in LYW
Memorial Garden where underground
watering system did not reach. Put this
sprinkler on timer (thanks, Cullen).
Sanded/painted/sealed the lamppost in
the small Memorial Garden and the
railing leading to the Memorial Garden
entrance.

June Memorials
Eugene ‘Genie” Clark
Rosemary Hamburger
The Sikora Family
Jean & Sherman Willis
Nancy & Walter Burt
Sally Schatz
Jay & Pam Reynolds
Dunn & Nealy Stapleton
Earle & Linda Fain Spurlock
Ruth Fountain
Luke & Susan Flatt
Don & Jan Shiver
Kay & Jimmy Fuller
Len & Jim Horne
Dellen & Robert Lyall
Kelly, Lovett, Blakey & Sanders, P.C.
Kay Strom
Doug & Lisa Divine
Mr. & Mrs. Jim D. Deal
Sam & Willette Strickland
Cullen & Debbie Richardson
Bill & Molly Swan

Donald Cleesattle
Jean & Sherman Willis
Pam Yarbrough
Dunn & Nealy Stapleton
Don & Jan Shiver
Bill & Molly Swan

Gloria Jane Reitzel
Dianne Key
Jean Hamilton
Wyche Stubbs
The Sikora Family
Lucy Richardson
The Sikora Family
Nancy & Tommy Chambless
Nancy & Walter Burt
Dunn & Nealy Stapleton
Bill & Molly Swan
Bo & Martha Thagard

June Honorariums
St. Paul’s & Dr. Reed Freeman
School of Theology—The University of the South

Check Out Who’s In Church !!

Thank You!
Thanks to the 12-Step Program, they have volunteered to
pay for the removal of a dying/diseased tree and trim up
low limbs in all the trees in the backyard of the Youth /
Community House plus remove from the LYW Memorial
Garden, a huge root ball that resulted from a toppled tree
during Hurricane Michael.
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Anniversaries
JULY BIRTHDAYS

July
1

Dr. & Mrs. Joe Stubbs

13

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Ferdon-Eder

1

Maggie Duvall

2

Kenneth Eder

5

Rob Leach

7

Liz Knight
Jacob Seymour

8

Tony Blakey
Nealy Stapleton

9

Vicki Inman

Casey Wesselman
10

Finley Davis
Rust Hendley

12

Deirdre Allegood
Sidney Bush
Sherry Parr

Staff

15

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist

Pam Reynolds
Tard Wright

Lynne Parks, Handbell Director

17

Penny Alligood, Parish Administrator

Ryan Durden
Ellie Morgan

Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary
Velma McClary, Housekeeper

18

Robert Clay, Sexton

Patrick Bass
Rosemary Hamburger

19

Chris Anderson

St. Paul’s Vestry

Worship Services

Terms ending in 2021
Shanna Aderhold
Roy Brown
Mary Helen Morgan
Pam Reynolds,
Sr. Warden

Wyatt Durden

Sunday
Rite I Eucharist at 10:00am
via Facebook and at our
website: stpaulsalbany.org

Tripp Morgan

Terms ending in 2022
Angie Barber
Dunn Stapleton
Annabelle Stubbs

20

Mary Newcomb

21

Beverly Barber

24

Lisa Kelley

25

Elaine Mercer

26

Allen Baggs
Mary Bullion
Lisa Seymour

Terms ending in 2023
Carol Fullerton,
Jr. Warden
Jim Hendricks
Ned Newcomb

Nancy Ventulett
28

Betty Pope

29

Anne Stokes

31

Kari Middleton
Bubba Mitchell
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