Announcements
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in
celebration of the Advent season.
Please turn in your pledge cards.
Ladles of Love-Please bring knit hats and gloves in adult and
children’s sizes to the container in the vestibule. The items will be
placed in the lunch bags as Christmas gifts for the guests.
Exploring Hope and God's Grace
To participate in an on-line discussion with other members of
St. Paul's call Rev. Hobgood at 229-630-6444 or email him at
wphobg@gmail.com. We will be using Zoom. Don't worry,
Rev. Hobgood can help you with this. Invite your friends to
participate. Maximum participation is 12. The adult sessions will be
on Wednesdays at 5:30 and last about an hour. The sessions run
through December 16th.
If you are a high school student and want to participate with your friends
in a discussion on Hope in Scripture join us at 5pm each Sunday in the
Parish Hall. We will be socially distanced and please wear your mask.
Contact Rev. Hobgood @ 229-630-6444 or wphobg@gmail.com to be
included.

Holy Eucharist
The Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2020
Rite II
10:30 am

Holy Eucharist Service is available via St. Paul’s Facebook page
and by link from our website at: stpaulsalbany.org
A video of the 10:30am Service can be found on our website and
Facebook page by the afternoon following the service.
If you need to reach Fr. Hobgood his email is wphobg@gmail.com
and his cell phone is 1-229-630-6444.

212 North Jefferson St.
Albany, Georgia 31701

The Word of God
Rhosymedre

Prelude

Vaughan Williams

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Opening Hymn

Hymnal 59

Prayers of the People
Please remember your prayers for the special needs of
Mary Hagan, Kay, Pat Burger, Loring Gray, Carmella Maurizi,
Will Reeves, Madge Bush, Bill Parks, Ann Natoli, Allen Baggs,
Steve Nicely, Sylvia Berry, Holly Dunn, our Bishop, Search
Committee, Parish Staff, and Vestry.

Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People
His mercy endures forever.
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Prayers for all first responders and all the men and women of our
armed forces, at home and abroad. Defend them in their trials and
temptations, give them courage to face the perils which beset
them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever
they may be.

Collect for Purity
The Collect of the Day
First Reading
sit
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the
Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold
fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your
spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do
this.

In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for Diocesan Youth
Programs and our Episcopal Campus Ministries at Augusta, Valdosta
State, and Georgia Southern Universities. We also pray for our
ecumenical partners, especially those in Springfield—St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church and St. Boniface Catholic Church. In our companion
diocese of the Dominican Republic, we pray for Jesus the Teacher
(Jesús Maestro) in Tamboril.
Worship Ministers:
Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Rhe and Margo Stallings
Lector: Henry Rutledge
Ushers: Jay Reynolds, Cullen Richardson, Ned Newcomb
Altar Guild: Paula McComb, Mari Wright
Organist: Dr. Marcia Hood
Videographer: Nathan Alligood
Celebrant: The Rev. Walter Hobgood

Canticle 15

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer

Eucharistic Prayer A
traditional
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Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope,
and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
The Communion
Postcommunion Prayer
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Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn
Hymnal 437
Tell Out, My Soul, The Greatness of the Lord
The Dismissal

Luke 1:46-55
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is
his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Sequence Hymn
Hymnal 72
Hark! The Glad Sound! The Savior Comes

Holy Gospel
stand
John 1:6-8,19-28
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and
did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the
prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now
they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The Sermon

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Rev. Walter Hobgood

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

The Prayers of the People, Form II
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Confession of Sin
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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The Peace

