
 
Announcements 
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in  
celebration of the Advent season.  
 
Please turn in your pledge cards. 
 
Ladles of Love-Please bring knit hats and gloves in adult and 
children’s sizes to the container in the vestibule.  The items will be 
placed in the lunch bags as Christmas gifts for the guests.  
 
Exploring Hope and God's Grace 
To participate in an on-line discussion with other members of   
St. Paul's call Rev. Hobgood at 229-630-6444 or email him at 
wphobg@gmail.com.  We will be using Zoom.  Don't worry,              
Rev. Hobgood can help you with this.  Invite your friends to 
participate.  Maximum participation is 12.  The adult sessions will be 
on Wednesdays at 5:30 and last about an hour.  The sessions run 
through December 16th.  
 
If you are a high school student and want to participate with your friends 
in a discussion on Hope in Scripture join us at 5pm each Sunday in the 
Parish Hall.  We will be socially distanced and please wear your mask.  
Contact Rev. Hobgood @ 229-630-6444 or wphobg@gmail.com to be 
included. 
 
Holy Eucharist Service is available via St. Paul’s Facebook page  
and by link from our website at: stpaulsalbany.org 
 
A video of the 10:30am Service can be found on our website and 
Facebook page by the afternoon following the service. 
 
If you need to reach Fr. Hobgood his email is wphobg@gmail.com 
and his cell phone is 1-229-630-6444. 
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The Word of God 

Opening Hymn                                                                    Hymnal 76  
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 
Opening Acclamation                                                             BCP 355 
Celebrant   Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
People        His mercy endures forever.  
 
Collect for Purity 
The Collect of the Day  
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading                           sit                                   2 Peter 3:8-15a    
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like 
a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is 
not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient 
with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with 
fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of 
persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements 
will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for 
new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be 
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience 
of our Lord as salvation. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayers of the People 
Please remember your prayers for the special needs of 
Mary Hagan, Kay, Pat Burger, Loring Gray, Carmella Maurizi,    
Will Reeves, Madge Bush, Bill Parks, Ann Natoli, Allen Baggs, 
our Bishop, Search Committee, Parish Staff, and Vestry. 
 
Prayers for all first responders and all the men and women of our 
armed forces, at home and abroad. Defend them in their trials and 
temptations, give them courage to face the perils which beset 
them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever 
they may be. 

 
In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for our congregation in 
Woodbine, St. Mark’s. We also pray for our ecumenical partners, 
especially the Catholic congregations of Holy Family in Metter and 
St. Bernadette in Millen. In our companion diocese of the 
Dominican Republic, we pray for the congregations in Santo 
Domingo, especially Holy Trinity (Santísma Trinidad). 
 
Worship Ministers:  

   Lighting of the Advent Wreath:  The Chandler Family 
 
Lector:  Joe Stubbs 
 

   Ushers:   Bill Swan, Joe Stubbs, Ned Newcomb 
  

Altar Guild:  Paula McComb, Mari Wright   
 
Organist:  Dr. Marcia Hood 
 
Videographer:  Nathan Alligood 
 
Celebrant:  The Rev. Walter Hobgood 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
The Holy Communion 

 
The Great Thanksgiving      Eucharistic Prayer A      BCP 361  
 
The Lord’s Prayer traditional  BCP 364 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 
and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love 
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
The Communion  
 
Postcommunion Prayer                                                          BCP 365  

 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Blessing  

Closing Hymn                                                                      Hymnal 65 
Prepare the Way, O Zion 

 
The Dismissal 

 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, * 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 
and blotted out all their sins. 

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 
Sequence Hymn                                                              Hymnal 75  

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Holy Gospel                               stand                                Mark 1:1-8 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 

 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
 
The Sermon                                                  The Rev. Walter Hobgood                            
 
The Nicene Creed                                                                   BCP 358 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
   For us and for our salvation 
       he came down from heaven: 
 
 

 
   by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,                                                           
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People, Form II                                        BCP 385 
Confession of Sin                                                                      BCP 360 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 
The Peace                 


