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From the Rector:
Rev. Walter Hobgood
Oh My! It’s December already!
So much has already happened in 2020, it is hard to imagine what might happen in December. However, I am comforted knowing
that God has been with me and always will. We should all be comforted knowing that God Loves Us unconditionally in good times
and bad.
Advent is here and Christmas will follow, just as it has for the last 2000+ years. It is a time of year that brings back memories.
When I reflect on those memories, I start to realize how much the celebration of Christmas has changed in my lifetime. But this
year has been different, at least for me.
The changes in our lives due to the Pandemic, has prompted me to be more focused on my relationship with God during this
season of Advent and less focused on a more secular and polarized world. Walking through Sam’s or Walmart or the local
grocery store I barely notice the Christmas section.
The second coming of the Messiah, is top of mind for me these days.
Jesus tells us that only God knows when this will happen, and we should prepare ourselves now – don’t wait. This is the focus of
the season of Advent. It is a season to be humble in the presence of the Lord. It is also a season to be reflective on and thankful
for all that God has provided, while opening our hearts to provide for the needs of others before our own needs.
I am also keenly aware that Christmas is not a season of joy for some. I suspect there are more this year than other years. Some
memories can be painful (like the loss of a loved one), for some Christmas can trigger depression, for some that are fighting
addictions this can be a season of greater temptation. Christmas Eve has on occasion been called the longest night, particularly
for those that are alone and in need of companionship.
Over the past few years, I have conducted a service for those that find the season of Christmas a difficult time. It is referred to as
“Blue Christmas”. St. Paul’s will be offering this as a live service at 3:30 p.m. the Sunday before Christmas (Dec. 20 th). If you are
interested in attending, please send us an e-mail or call the office. We can accommodate the first 50 that call in. You don’t have
to be an Episcopalian to attend. If you know of someone that would benefit, invite them to attend.
Blessings to all in this season of Love.
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Vestry Meeting
Monday, October 19, 2020
5:00 pm
Present: Senior Warden Pam Reynolds, Junior Warden Carol Fullerton, Roy Brown, Ned Newcomb, Dunn Stapleton, Annabelle Stubbs,
Angie Barber, Mary Helen Morgan
Absent: Shanna Aderhold, Jim Hendricks
Also Present: Fr. Walter Hobgood, Dave Orlowski, Treasurer, Nealy Stapleton, Clerk
Opening Devotion
Father Hobgood opened the meeting by introducing Respectful Guidelines. Each person was asked to say what aspect of the Book of Common
Prayer was the most meaningful to them.
Approval of the Minutes
Roy Brown made a motion to approve the minutes of the September meeting; Carol Fullerton seconded the motion. Before the vote Annabelle
Stubbs asked that the September minutes be amended, as to the roof update. The vestry agreed the discussion about the September minutes
would continue when Annabelle made her report on the church roof later in the meeting.
Treasurer’s Report
Tithes and open offerings for the month were $23, 241.37 over budget. Year-to-date tithes and open offerings are $23,692.10 over budget. This
is because a parishioner paid his/her entire pledge this month. Dave pointed out over-budget line items – Worship Materials over budget by
$4,456.82; Building & Equipment Maintenance over by $9,970.37 (Dave suggested waiting until the end of the year to determine if, and from
what source, to seek reimbursement), and Grounds Maintenance over by $453.62. Dave suggested this item be re-budgeted in 2021. Dave said
we have a large amount of cash in the Operating account, but he suggested it be left as is until the end of the year.
To date, 23 pledges have been returned totaling $128,030 (1 new pledge, 2 increased pledges, and 4 decreased pledges). Last year’s budget was
$361,000. November 1 is the deadline to get pledges in. Parishioners will be reminded of the deadline. Dunn made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented; Annabelle seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Rector’s Report
Fr. Hobgood submitted a report on how he is using his time as he serves St. Paul’s.
• Fr. Hobgood would like to offer an Advent bible study for adults and for high school students via Zoom on Wednesday nights
beginning in November. The numbers will be limited to 12 for each group.
• Fr. Hobgood said he would hold two or three Christmas Eve services, depending on the need. There will be no Christmas pageant
at the 5:00 Family Service due to COVID.
• Ingathering for Stewardship Sunday will be November 1.
• All Saints Sunday will be November 1. Following the 8:00 am and 10:30 am services, the congregation will process out to the Lucy
Yancey Walters Garden where an All Souls service will take place naming each person buried at St. Paul’s.
• Youth Sunday will be November 15.
• Delegates for the 2020 Diocesan Virtual Convention 11/6-7/2020 are registered and are training on HOPIN (the online service).
• See full details in Fr. Hobgood’s report.
Junior Warden’s Report
• The oak tree in the front yard at the Community House has been trimmed by the city.
• The pine tree in the back yard of the Community House will be cut down Thursday.
• Five Yard Birds worked in the garden in preparation for the Blessing of the Animals service.
• Carol said she will ask Ili Si Malone about trimming plants in the garden. She has talked with the county extension agent about
new plants to add to the garden.
• There are assorted wires underground and above ground in the garden that need to be identified. Carol asked if anyone knew if
there is a master plan of the church’s electrical wiring?
Senior Warden’s Report
• Pam has completed the PPP forgiveness paperwork. It will be submitted soon.
• The church needs another fireproof file cabinet for the office.
• She asked the four vestry members (including Pam) who are rotating off the vestry at the end of the year to write a paragraph
about what service on the vestry has meant to them. These paragraphs should be submitted by October 26.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2
Old Business
Roof Update
Annabelle made a progress report on the assessment of our roof and the repairs of damage due to Hurricane Michael.
She thanked vestry members for granting approval, via email, to hire architect and roof consultant Chris Giffin, of Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates
(WJE), ($6,000 paid by parish plus a matching designated gift), as well as two roofers (expected to cost $1,200), hired to assist in the investigation.
Mr. Giffin and engineer Victor Martin, also with WJE, will inspect the condition of the sanctuary roof and all 13 of our low slope roofs on Tuesday,
October 20. Mr. Giffin has published an article on assessing storm damage to low slope roofs, and we look forward to his assessment and advice on
what steps should be taken going forward.
Brick masons with James Benton will work Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, October 21-23, to rebuild the damaged south parapet wall and the flat
area at the peak. The masonry work will dry over the weekend, and on Monday, October 26, Richter Roofing will put new copper on the parapet wall
to replace the copper blown off by Hurricane Michael; they will also cap the flat peak area where the cross will be perched.
Jody Usry with Ediface has gathered estimates for roof work which will be considered in conjunction with information provided by WJE Associates.
That portion of the September 2020 minutes dealing with the roof report is amended as follows:
Annabelle reported the new report submitted by Michael Clark, PE, did not meet our needs. Annabelle is now looking for another roof expert.
She said bids for repairs to the parapet are currently being submitted.
Nominating Committee
Pam, along with three other vestry members (Shanna Aderhold, Mary Helen Morgan, and Roy Brown), will rotate off the vestry in January 2021. She
said three non-vestry parishioners will be asked to serve on the Vestry Nominating Committee along with those rotating off. Pam asked each vestry
member to write a paragraph about what serving on the vestry has meant to them.
Date Change for December Vestry Meeting
The date for the December vestry meeting will be Monday, December 14, 2020, in the parish hall.
Christmas Meal for Residents of Hudson Malone Towers
Roy reported the Men’s Chill and Grill group will prepare Christmas Dinner for the Hudson Malone Towers residents. The meals will be fully prepared
by the Men’s Chill and Grill and delivered as box dinners if there are a large number of reservations. If there are a few number of reservations, the
meals will be purchased from either Pearlie’s or Carter’s. Angie Barber will contact the Albany Housing Authority to obtain their cooperation, and
will try to involve the church youth. Lee Brooks will be asked to prepare goodie bags, perhaps with help from the youth, for the residents.
The next vestry meeting will be Monday, November 16, 2020, at 5:00 pm in the Parish Hall.
Respectfully submitted,
Nealy Stapleton, Clerk

Christmas Joy with a Diocesan Choir!
This is a different Christmas for many of us. It's harder to be together in person, and technology can only go so far. But even when we are
distanced, we can celebrate together through music. For Christmas this year we are offering at least one virtual choir piece, Joy to the World,
which is familiar to many. Please join us in singing together for Christmas!
In order to sing this hymn, all you need is a pair of earbuds, a computer, and a smartphone that can record video. You will download the
appropriate guide track and then sing along with the guide track in your earbuds while you video yourself using your phone. We need your
submission no later than Monday, December 14, in order to incorporate it into the final choir.
In order to participate, you need the full instructions, which can be found here: https://bit.ly/JoytotheWorldChoir. The instructions include
links to written music, guide tracks for melody, harmony, and descant (if desired) and instructions on how to submit your video once you're
done. Many thanks to Kathleen Turner, Organist and Choirmaster at Christ Church, Frederica, for creating these tracks.
Please read the instructions carefully before you record anything! Contact Canon Varner at jvarner@gaepiscopal.org with your questions.
Please note that while singers sometimes feel like they are singing a solo during this process, and therefore choose not to participate, your
offering will be mixed with others, creating the sound of many voices singing together through the miracle of technology. So go ahead and
sing and submit your music. Your song will join with everyone else's offerings to create something glorious!
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LADLES OF LOVE
THANKSGIVING BAGS
November 19, 2020

Shepherds, Sheep, and Angels, Oh My!
We would love your help as we put together our Diocesan Christmas Pageant! We will be providing the narration, but we
need YOU to make it the most delightful Christmas pageant ever. Send us a video clip (30 seconds or less) of your family as
your favorite pageant participants: sheep, shepherds, angels, Magi, or friendly beasts (lobsters welcome). Professional level
costumes not needed, just use whatever you have around the house!
Please submit clips to the Rev. Canon Loren Lasch by Monday, December 14: llasch@gaepiscopal.org
We appreciate your help in sharing the joy of the Incarnation with the Diocese of Georgia!

November Memorials
Maryella George

Bill, Doug, Lisa and Mallory Divine
Brad & Jody Bancroft
Allen Baggs
Joe & Pat Burger
Bill & Molly Swan
Jay & Nancy Ventulett

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1
3
7
8
12
15
16
17
18
19
20
22
25

Bob Aderhold
Martha Hester
Norma Ferdon-Eder
Marjorie Morgan
Kathy Russell
Gennie Marcus
Betsy Holman
Frances Smith
Carol Fullerton
Roy Brown
Dana DuVall
Burt Sorrells
Middi Moore
Joe Morgan
Sally Anderson
Judy Campbell
Honey Hanson
Kathryn Wheeler

Eugene “Genie” Clark
Jay & Nancy Ventulett
Ricky Langley
Jay & Nancy Ventulett

Make your
Reservations now for
Christmas Eve Services!
Services are at 5:00pm
and 11:00pm.
Space is limited to 50 at
each service.

December Anniversaries
Dec 4—Joe & Lois Hunkele
Dec 21—Cullen & Debbie Richardson
Dec 22—Scott & Gennie Marcus
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