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From the Rector:
Rev. Walter Hobgood
Happy New Year Everyone!
We enter 2021, with Joy and Great Expectations.
But first we need to celebrate a few things we accomplished in December to finish up 2020.
I want to lift up Nealy Stapleton for finishing EFM (Education for Ministry). This is a 4-year program of study that covers
the Old and New Testaments, Church History, other Religions around the world and present-day Christianity.
Congratulations Nealy!
A great deal of planning and hard work went into our Advent and Christmas services. I want to thank all the volunteers
that made this happen. The church was beautifully decorated, the youth did a splendid job of reading scripture lesson and
the music, despite not being able to sing along, put us in the Christmas spirit. And we did it safely.
Due to the Pandemic, we held 3 Christmas Eve services instead of the usual 2. Attendance was hindered somewhat by the
weather (rain followed by cold winds) and no Christmas pageant. Not surprisingly, the number of on-line viewers
exceeded the in-person attendance.

This has been consistent since we started live services and putting the videos of our worship services on-line.
We tried something new this Christmas with a “Blue Christmas” service which was prominently promoted on the front
page of the Albany Herald. Attendance was only 12, with a few non-Episcopalians included. However, we reached over
100 people on-line. The feedback leads us to believe we should do this again next year.
Enough of 2020!
There is joy and great expectations as we look to the availability of an effective vaccine for Covid-19. Hopefully, this
could lead to a return of a more open worship style and a more open community. Until then, please continue to be
vigilant. St. Paul’s has done a fantastic job of offering a safe alternative for live services and we want to continue to do so.
With the current spike in cases in Albany and surrounding cases, we do not want to let our guard down. Please be safe.
We will be restarting our Adult and Youth bible discussions on January 10th and 13th respectfully. Please feel free to join
us by calling Penny or e-mailing me at wphobg@gmail.com.

On a personal note, Gail and I will be celebrating our 50th wedding anniversary on January 30th. On Sunday January 31st
we will renew our marriage vows at the 10:30 service. Due to the Pandemic, we cannot have a big celebration, but we
wanted to share our renewal in the presence of God and with all of you.
Note that if any of you are interested in doing the same thing in the future, feel free to let me know.
We start Epiphany in January. This is the beginning of Jesus’s ministry on earth. It begins with His baptism by John the
Baptist and the calling of the apostles to follow Jesus.
Please join us over the next few weeks as we make that journey through Epiphany toward Lent.
Blessing to all of you.
Walter+
Psalm 29:11
The Lord shall give strength to his people; *
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Vestry Meeting
Monday, November 16, 2020
5:00 PM
Parish Hall
Present: Senior Warden Pam Reynolds, Junior Warden Carol Fullerton, Ned Newcomb, Roy Brown, Dunn Stapleton, Shanna Aderhold, Angie
Barber, Mary Helen Morgan, Jim Hendricks, Annabelle Stubbs
Also present: Fr. Walter Hobgood; Dave Orlowski, treasurer; Lisa Wright, Stewardship Chair; and Nealy Stapleton, clerk
Fr. Hobgood opened the meeting with a prayer.
Approval of the Minutes
Ned Newcomb made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 19, 2020, vestry meeting. Dunn Stapleton seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Dave Orlowski said tithes and open offerings for the month were $5,290.01 under budget. Year-to-date tithes and open offerings are
$16,833.48 over budget. Some budget categories are over budget: Worship Materials, and Building and Equipment Maintenance. The amount of
the latter category can be offset somewhat by other available funds. The personnel categories are over budget because there are three pay periods in
the month.
Dave said the operating account has 6.5 months of budgeted operating funds available but is not earning any interest. He said the Finance Committee will make a recommendation about what to do with a portion of this money at year end.
Dave told the group 66 pledges have been received. The pledged income to date is $100,000 under what the budget was for 2019. Dave said the
Finance Committee will have to make decisions about cutting services the church is not using. He said the responsibility of the Finance Committee
is to figure out how to have a balanced budget for recommendation to the vestry.
Carol made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Ned seconded. The motion was approved as presented.
Stewardship Update
Lisa Wright, Stewardship Chair, said they need at least 30 more pledges to be turned in. The committee will call parishioners who have not returned their pledge cards. Fr. Hobgood suggested phone calls should be made to parishioners by someone they know rather than by a stranger.
Rector’s Report
Church attendance had been stable with a combined total of 45-68 between the two services.
Started two Bible studies, one for high school students and one for adults. He has received a request to start one for college students and
younger adults. St. John and St. Mark’s has asked if some of their high school students could participate. Fr. Hobgood will ask if St.
Patrick’s has anyone interested.
Heard at Diocesan convention approximately half of congregations have returned to live services. With the spike in COVID cases there is a
great deal of concern about the near term future of live services.
The Diocese has issued new guidelines for worship which will guide us thru our Christmas services. The intent is to ensure safety while relaxing some guidelines to allow us to capture the spirit of Christmas.
A worship committee has been formed to help plan and implement Christmas Eve services.
One funeral was conducted in November, for Maryella George.
Youth Sunday took place on November 15 with five youth participating at the 10:30 service. Attendance was 52.
Fr. Hobgood discussed some of the new regulations the Diocese has sent out about worship:
Services remains 40 minutes maximum, seating arrangements remain the same.
Singing can be offered, soloist must wear a mask and stand 25 ft. away from the congregation, and must have a COVID test four days before
they sing and provide the results to the church.
Food and beverages can be served outside, but must be served individually.
Liability waivers are required for groups using church facilities.
Junior Warden’s Report
Downstairs bathrooms are complete. Seller’s will clean the women’s bathroom following a flooding incident.
Clean up work has been done in the memorial garden and around the columbarium.
An upcoming project will be to repair/replace wooden frame for the glass window in the front hall in Fr. Hobgood’s office.
Grass will be mown once a month during the winter.
A pine tree and a dogwood tree, behind the Youth House, have been cut down.
Will research new plantings along the fence between the Youth House and First Methodist’s side yard.
Senior Warden’s Report
The fire-proof safe has been received. Files will be transferred soon.
Pro Net has submitted a proposal to provide IT services for the three computers at the church. The price is $75 per month.
A motion was made by Angie Barber and seconded by Annabelle to accept the Pro Net proposal. It passed unanimously.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2
Old Business
Roof Update
Annabelle submitted a letter sent to Michael E. Clark, P.E., in which she and Scott Brown detail the deficiencies in his and his team’s work, why
we would not be paying his full invoice amount, and the reason St. Paul’s hired a second roof consultant.
She also submitted an email from Chris Giffin, the second roof consultant, who inspected St. Paul’s roofs. Mr. Giffin said the “slates on the roof
were in generally good condition with an estimated life of 10 years, and possibly up to 15-20 years.” He recommended several non-roof related
items that need to be taken care of: (1) develop a schematic repair plan to describe the various issues, (2) outline the nature of the repairs,
(3) provide a general estimate of the quantities along with estimated price of the repair work, (4) prioritize the repairs so they can be undertaken as
needed, (5) provide a list of restoration contractors if desired. (The letter, email and Annabelle’s report are attached.)
2020 Diocesan Virtual Convention – 11/6-7/2020
Fr. Hobgood and the St. Paul’s convention delegates had trouble with the church’s wifi during the convention. They used their phones as hot spots
with the laptops for voting. This experience raised concerns about how to conduct a virtual St. Paul’s annual meeting in January.
Fr. Hobgood said income for the diocese is down, although 70% of churches in the diocese are on budget. Honey Creek is temporarily closed.
New Business
Christmas Services
Fr. Hobgood said he would wait on the Worship Committee to make their recommendations about Christmas services. He suggested the church
send out by computer a survey to ask parishioners which service they plan to attend, 5:00 pm, 7:30 pm, or 11:00 pm, and to ask if the person does
not plan to attend any service.
Search Committee
No report
Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is made up of the four current vestry members who will rotate off the vestry, as well as Debbie Richardson and Middi
Moore. Pam said the committee suggested 20 names of potential vestry nominees. She said the committee agreed the vestry needed some individuals who have young families. Following discussion, the question became: does the vestry want a true election with seven to eight names on the
ballot, or recruit three people who agree to serve? Shanna Aderhold and Mary Helen Morgan, who are on the Nominating Committee, had left the
meeting early and were not there to vote. Pam said she would call them to ask for their recommendations. One concern was that if there were more
names than vestry positions, some people might get their feelings hurt if they were not elected.
WiFi Contract
Pro Net has submitted a proposal to install a commercial wifi router that would cover the Parish Hall, the sanctuary, and the office, but not upstairs.
The proposal covers all equipment and installation. Wiring will be hidden. This equipment, hopefully will enable the church to live stream services. The price is $2,082.24. Jim made a motion to adopt the Pro Net proposal to install commercial wifi equipment. Dunn seconded the
motion. It passed unanimously.
Fr. Hobgood ended the meeting with a prayer.
The next vestry meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 14, 2020, at 5:00 pm in the parish hall.
Respectfully submitted,
Nealy Stapleton, Clerk

Ladles of Love

Thanks to all who have helped with this ministry!
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Christmas Eve Services at St. Paul’s

DECEMBER MEMORIALS
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Maryella George
Calista Langstaff

5 Debbie Godwin
Donna Hilsman
6 Kay Strom
Tommy Chambless
9 Woody Brooks
13 Penny Pace
15 Todd Rowand
19 Jean McGuire
21 Lisa Davis
24 Joe Burger
Willis DuVall
30 Carolyn Hatcher

Genie Clark

Calista Langstaff

Carole Utlaut

Calista Langstaff

Rick Langley
Kay Strom

Carl & Clarice Leavy for Ladles of Love
Cathy & Curtis Whittington

Ladles of Love
Linda Morgan

Barney’s Run—Wounded Warrior Project
Tommy & Gloria Justice

January Anniversaries
Jan 5—Tim & Kelly Wesselman
Jan 13—Jim & Mary Bullion
Jan 30—Walter & Gail Hobgood
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