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From the Rector: Rev. Walter Hobgood
Dear Friends in Christ:
Lent began joyfully with the return to live worship services on Sundays and Ash Wednesday. We have much to be
thankful for, especially during this season of Lent.
Ashes to Go and Shrove Tuesday highlighted for me how important “community” is to all of us. To be with our family
and friends is essential to a healthy spiritual community.
We have friends, family, and members of St. Paul’s (all ages) who adjusted their lives as a result of the Pandemic. For
some this has resulted in a life of near total isolation and for others a severe reduction in contact and communication
with those that are dear to us.
Lent is a time for individual reflection, discernment, and spiritual growth.
A healthy prayer life is essential to reflection and discernment. Quite often we hear God speaking to us in prayer. Think
about your prayer life. How can you enrich what you are doing? What can you add to it? The key is to pray always
–set aside some time each day for prayer.
Discernment includes discovering your God given gifts. How are you using them to serve God and God’s people?
Helping those that are in need is a great place to start in Lent. It does not have to be something that changes the world,
but something that makes a difference for another person.
It can be as simple as just listening to someone’s story – particularly those that have isolated themselves during the
Pandemic. If you are wondering how someone is doing, pick up the phone and call them.
Spiritual growth occurs when you adopt new practices or ministries and share what you have discovered or learned with
others. Discussion groups or Bible study groups are a great way to do this. If you are interested, we have openings on
Wednesday evening at 5:30 p.m. Contact me for more information.
Fortunately, the number of new Covid-19 cases has been declining and many of those most at risk have received their
vaccinations. Let us all pray for this trend continue.
Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1
In the meantime, here is what you can do to help ease the burden and continue to a new normal with greater participation:
Protect yourself and others by continuing to wear a mask, wash your hands, avoid large crowds, and stay socially
distanced and encourage others to do likewise.
Get the vaccine as soon as possible.
Even after you get your vaccine, wear a mask, wash your hands, avoid large crowds, and stay socially distanced. With
the vaccine you will have a high level of immunity, but you may still be able to transmit the virus to others. Do this
to serve and love your neighbor.
Please continue with prayers for St. Paul’s and our community. Check out the schedule of worship services from
Palm Sunday thru Holy Week and Easter Sunday. Reservations will be required for Easter Sunday worship services.

“Let us not get tired of doing good, because in time we will have a harvest if we do not give up.”

Galatians 6:9

Walter+

Flower the Cross on Saturday April 3
Noon to 6 pm
You’re invited to take part in this beloved St. Paul’s tradition. Our
white wooden cross that we’ve always filled with flowers on
Easter morning inside the church was moved outside the church
last year due to the pandemic and filled on Holy Saturday. It was
so beautiful that a new tradition was born. Bring your blooms any
time Saturday between noon—when the Holy Saturday service
begins—and 6 pm, and tuck them behind the rubber bands on
the cross so we can give a beautiful Easter Gift to our City.

Reservations Required for Easter Services
Sign-Up Forms for the Easter Sunday Services will be
sent out via an E-pistle on Thursday, March 18. Be
sure to sign up or call starting March 18 to reserve your
spot. Attendance is limited to 50 people per service.
Masks will be required.
Daylight Savings Time Begins

Sunday, March 14
Set your clocks 1 hour ahead.
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Palm Sunday, Holy Week and
Easter Sunday Services at

St. Paul’s
Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday

March 28, 2021

April 1, 2021

8:00am
10:30am

6:00pm

Holy Saturday

Good Friday

April 3, 2021

April 2, 2021

Noon

6:00pm

Easter Sunday Services
April 4, 2021

8:00am—10:00am—11:30am
Reservations Required for Services.

Easter Egg Hunt at 11:00am

Easter Egg Hunt for Children
11:00am in the garden on
Easter Sunday!

3

Vestry Updates
February 2021
Dear St. Paul’s family,
With COVID numbers falling, the Vestry held a special meeting on February 8 via Zoom to discuss if and when
St. Paul’s could return safely to in-person worship. It was clear that each Vestry member was in full support of
holding in person worship again, following the strong precautions we have in place. We agreed unanimously to
resume the 8 and 10:30 services in person starting February 14, and to hold an Ash Wednesday service at 6 pm.
The re-opening also meant that our Boy Scout Troop, our teens in Fr. Walter’s small group Bible study, and the
Vestry could all meet in person again in the Parish Hall—using precautions-- and 2-3 Ladles of Love volunteers could
prepare meals in the kitchen again.
Vestry members were looking forward to meeting in person on February 15, but when tornados threatened to pop
up during our meeting, planned for the Parish Hall, we decided to meet via Zoom so that everyone could stay in
place.
Our new Treasurer Sean Hendley, CPA, had good financial news: giving by members is over budget, expenses are
under budget, and we have enough cash on hand for over 10 months of budgeted expenses. We also approved the
Finance Committee’s recommendation that the parish pay the Diocese 10% of operating revenues in 2020 rather
than the 8% the Diocesan Council had reduced us to so that we could improve our financial health.
Fr. Walter shared graphs showing Dougherty’s dramatic drop in COVID cases, and he thanked Care Circle leaders for
calling members before the re-start. He also thanked Jim Hendricks for a great article in Sunday’s paper on
Ash Wednesday and Ashes to Go.
Ned Newcomb, Jr. Warden, and Scott Brown, claim chair, are working closely with our roof/envelope experts from
WJE to form a plan to address hurricane damage and overdue maintenance.
Puddin Bass, Tony Blakey and I are joining the Finance Committee, and Sean Hendley, Dave Orlowski, Ted Wright,
and Fr. Walter are continuing on it. The Vestry established financial procedures that allow one person to approve
invoices for payment but call for two people to review each on-line payment once made.
The Parochial Report, due to the Diocese each March 1, was presented and approved for the year 2020. The report
shows that as much as we miss being together, our members remain committed and generous. And we continue to
serve others: Ladles of Love gives out delicious lunches to about 250 people each month (thanks especially to Patty
Woodall and Deborah Johnson), the Barney’s Run committee raised enough to give two more warriors companion
dogs, our Boy Scout Troop of 20 youngsters and 10 leaders do something good each week, and AA, meeting almost
exclusively outside, sees 622 people grow at meetings each month.
Search Committee Chair Walter Kelley, along with members Shanna Aderhold, Dana DuVall, Jim Hendricks,
Kari Middleton, Middi More, Brandon Rutledge, and Co-chair Ted Wright have enjoyed interviewing candidates via
Zoom and conference calls, and feel excited and optimistic
As many of us at St. Paul’s know first-hand, Fr. Walter is a gifted facilitator, and Vestry members are setting aside a
Friday evening and Saturday to discover in what ways we at St. Paul’s are being called individually and as the body of
Christ, to love and serve others.
Faithfully,
Annabelle Stubbs, Sr. Warden
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EASTER FLOWERS AND MUSICIANS
As we proclaim The Lord is Risen Indeed! Easter morning, whether you or in church or watching at home,
St. Paul's will be filled with lovely Easter flowers and joyful music by special instrumentalists and soloists
(congregational singing is still on pause).
If you would like to add to the joyful celebration and participate in the tradition of making contributions at
Easter in memory of, in honor of, or in thanksgiving for a loved one or loved ones, please complete the form
below with your wishes and return it with your check to the church office on or before Monday, March 22.
Each donation will be included in our Easter Sunday bulletins and in The Ministry in April.

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is a check in the amount of $____________, to be used for Easter flowers and musicians at St. Paul’s.
My donation is in:
Memory of:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Honor of:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Thanksgiving for:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for helping the Altar Guild and Dr. Marcia Hood fill St. Paul's with flowers and music this Easter!

Valentine Boxes

21 boxes of Valentine Goodies were sent out in February to
our college students!!! Middi Moore, Tracey Woodcock,
Annabelle Stubbs, Molly and Bill Swan helped box them
up. Many other parishioners provided the delicious
treats! We want our college students to know we care
about them, are praying for them and
we’re sending them love in the gift boxes!
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On February 16th a drive thru Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper was held. Reservations were taken and Brandon
Rutledge organized the event. Thanks to Jessica Rutledge, Emily Rutledge, Henry Rutledge, Cole Blakey,
Angie Barber, Evans Fuller, Velma McClary, Robert Clay, Carolyn Hatcher and Annabelle Stubbs who helped to
make the event a huge success. Thanks to Debbie Hambley for all the wonderful pictures!

Cole Blakey and Brandon

Emily, Henry, Brandon and Jessica Rutledge

Brandon, Cole and Angie Barber

Homemade Pralines provided by
Annabelle Stubbs

Marcia Hood picks up her plates
from Carolyn Hatcher
Evans Fuller and Angie Barber

Robert Clay

Velma McClary

Gail & Walter Hobgood
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Henry Rutledge and Angie Barber

Wednesday, February 17, 2021
Downtown
Albany, Georgia

The imposition of ashes was performed
by Father Walter Hobgood
and volunteers. The events were
well attended by church members
and the community.
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FEBRUARY MEMORIALS
Charlie Swinney
Dwayne Summar

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

William (Bill) Divine
Frank Wetherbee
Carolyn T. Sharman
Alfred N. Corriere
Brad Lanier Oil Co.
Bill & Molly Swan
Jan & Carlton Curtis
Joe C. Watkins
Hans & Shirley Pomeroy
Jean & Sherman Willis
Heath & Deirdre Allegood
Beth & John Kindt
Joy & Timothy Davis
Rosemary Hamburger
Moore, Clarke, DuVall and Rodgers, PC
Calista Langstaff

Mar 2—Marilyne Moore
4—Nancy Brown
5—Laura Harrell
Laurin Harrison
9—Wil Campbell
Patti Dixon
11—Mitch Mercer
12—G.G. Aderhold
Kelly Bell
16—H. J. Chandler
18—Buckley Davis
Jon Moore
Annabelle Stubbs
22—Mike Seymour
23—Milla McEwen

Maryella George
Margaret Jenkins Sapp & Elizabeth Jenkins Bush

26—Maggie Greene
Nathan Greene

Stewart Richardson
Phyllis Curry
Joe & Lois Hunkele
Dave & Hannah Orlowski

28—Lisa Wright
31—Ann Heinemann
March Anniversaries
March 17—Bob & Kathleen Fiorito

Ladles of Love
Mary & Timothy Sumners

March 20—Chris & Sally Anderson
Deadline for the April Ministry is March 24.
Please have any items you would like included to
the church office by 12 noon.

Mary Herndon
Calista Langstaff

Clergy and Staff

Worship Services

The Rev. Walter Hobgood, Interim Rector
Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist
Lynne Parks, Handbell Director
Penny Alligood, Parish Administrator
Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary
Velma McClary, Housekeeper
Robert Clay, Sexton

Sunday
Rite I Eucharist at 8:00am
Rite II Eucharist at 10:30am
Recorded worship can be found on our
Facebook page and St. Paul’s website each
Sunday after 3:00pm.

St. Paul’s Vestry
Terms ending in 2022
Angie Barber
Dunn Stapleton
Annabelle Stubbs, Sr. Warden

Terms ending in 2023
Carol Fullerton
Jim Hendricks
Ned Newcomb, Jr. Warden
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Terms ending in 2024
Tony Blakey
Gennie Marcus
Jessica Rutledge

