Prayers of the People
Please remember your prayers for the special needs of Mary Hagan,
Pat Burger, Loring Gray, Carmella Maurizi, Madge Bush, Ann
Natoli, Jack Clay, Kara Thiel, Sylvia Berry, David Ronn, Kay
Wheeler, Jane Miller, Bubba Mitchell, Bud Greco, Andrew Grezaffi,
Joel Hunt, Jim and Mary Bullion, the Bell family, the Hendricks
family, our Search Committee, Parish Staff, and Vestry.
Prayers for all first responders and all the men and women of our
armed forces, at home and abroad. Defend them in their trials and
temptations, give them courage to face the perils which beset them;
and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may
be.
In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for our congregation in
Hawkinsville, St. Luke’s. We also pray for our ecumenical partners,
especially St. Mark’s Catholic Church in Eastman. In our companion
diocese of the Dominican Republic, we pray for Jesus the Messiah
(Jesús Mesías) in Imbert.

In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for our Presiding Bishop,
Michael Curry, our Bishop, Frank Logue and our retired Bishop,
Scott Benhase.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
Rite I
8:00 am

Announcements
The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in thanksgiving
for Talley’s graduation from Ole Miss and to celebrate all the other
2021 St. Paul’s graduates by Puddin and Patrick Bass.
Holy Eucharist Service is available via St. Paul’s Facebook page
and by link from our website at: stpaulsalbany.org
There are openings on the flower calendar. Dates are available
throughout the year. The cost is $100 per Sunday.
If you need to reach Fr. Hobgood his email is wphobg@gmail.com
and his cell phone is 1-229-630-6444.
Worship Ministers:
Lector: Lynne Parks
Usher: Scott Brown
Altar Guild: Paula McComb, Mari Wright, Christy Brown
Celebrant: The Rev. Walter Hobgood

212 N. Jefferson Street
Albany, Georgia 31701

The Word of God

The Holy Communion

Processional
Opening Acclamation
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Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Collect for Purity
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
The Collect of the Day
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so
perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth,
and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way
that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
First Reading
sit
Acts 8:26-40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This
is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot,
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip,
“Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and
heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading
was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer I
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The Lord’s Prayer
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traditional

Invitation to Communion
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold
and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather
up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.
The Communion
Postcommunion Prayer
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Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for
that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual
food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior
Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and
goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate
in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all
faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in
that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory,
world without end. Amen.
Blessing and Dismissal

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People, Form II
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Confession of Sin
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Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
aptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and
went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus,
and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22:24-30
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those
who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to
the Lord, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before
him.
27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; *
he rules over the nations.
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in
worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29 My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the Lord'S for ever.
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.

Second Reading
sit
1 John 4:7-21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does
not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that
we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the
Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in
God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God
abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are
we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us.
Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must
love their brothers and sisters also.

People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People

Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Holy Gospel
stand
John 15:1-8
Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless
you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away
like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.”
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

The Rev. Walter Hobgood
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