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             April 2021  Volume 47, No. 4 

From the Rector:  Rev. Walter Hobgood 

March was an amazing month in the life of St. Paul’s. 
 
We held live services at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. each Sunday, and it was great to 
see more people returning to Church as the risk posed by Covid-19 is declining.   
 
The decline in cases can be attributed to all of you and our community continuing to be vigilant with respect 
to wearing masks, staying socially distanced and avoiding unnecessary risks.  Plus, a large number of our             
congregation has received at least one vaccine injection. 
 
By continuing to do these things and getting vaccinated, I look forward to the day when our worship services 
are no longer limited to 50 in attendance.  I hope and pray we are getting close to this. 
 
We celebrate our outreach ministries that have continued throughout the pandemic:  meals served by Ladles 
of Love, a place for AA and the Boy Scouts to meet. 
 
Palm Sunday was uplifting in many ways from the way everyone worked together to make this a special day  
to having a great soloist at the 10:30 service.  It was wonderful to hear vocal music again in a service. 
 
After a year of not having services it was spiritually refreshing to once again worship during Holy Week.  We 
had services on Maundy Thursday (w/o foot washing), Good Friday and Holy Saturday. 
 
The response by all of you to sign up for Easter Service early helped us plan for Easter Sunday.  We also added 
a 4th service to be able to safely accommodate everyone that wanted to attend. 
 
I want to give a special “shout out” to those that planned for and delivered Palm Sunday crosses and Easter 
Flowers to St. Paul’s shut-ins on Good Friday.  I know it was a labor of love and deeply appreciated. 
 
Thanks go out to the ushers and altar guild that accommodated larger attendance, multiple services and      
last-minute changes, all to make our worship services ones we can all appreciate. 
 
Finally, I want to thank our Senior Warden, Annabelle Stubbs for her commitment during a peak time of      
activity.  And most importantly, please thank Penny Alligood for her extra effort during Holy Week.  She had 
multiple tasks to perform including preparing and printing bulletins and keeping track of reservations at our 
Easter Sunday Services. 
 
During all of this, your vestry has been working hard forming a preliminary plan to move forward with church 
repairs and planning for a Vestry Retreat in April.  I encourage everyone to say thank you to those that are 
serving on the vestry. 
 
Blessings to all.  I hope all of you had a memorable Easter and are looking forward to the Easter Season.  
 

                                     

Walter+ 
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Easter 2021 
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Holy Saturday 
Flowering of the Cross 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Egg Hunt 2021 
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Vestry Updates 
Highlights from March, Holy Week, and Easter 

Dear St. Paul’s Family, 
 
HAPPY EASTER!  Easter was indeed happy and holy at St. Paul’s, and very well attended, considering 
the times.  In fact, so many of you made reservations to come—172 to be exact—that we added a 
fourth service in order not to exceed the required 50-person maximum, holding services at 8, 9, 10 
and 11:30 am.  
 
A big thank you to four people who served at all four services with love:  Father Walter Hobgood who 
led the way; Marcia Hood, organist; Claire Fox Hillard, violinist; and Ned Newcomb, head usher. Thank 
you to Tony Blakey and his team of acolytes, to Father Jim Bullion who gave Father Walter’s voice a 
break by celebrating at the 10 am service, and to everyone who read during the week’s services. 
 
Thank you to the Altar Guild who “set the table” beautifully for all nine services, from Palm Sunday 
(people loved the old-fashioned palm crosses!) to Easter Sunday, and for the lovely Easter flowers: 
leaders, Paula McComb and Mari Wright, plus Puddin Bass, Kathy Blakey, Christy Brown, Helen Bush, 
Elaine Mercer, Mary Helen Morgan, Mary Newcomb, Debbie Richardson, Kelly Wesselman, and         
Lisa Wright.  Thank you, too, to everyone who made donations for the special music and flowers, 
listed elsewhere. 
 
One of our most beloved Easter traditions is flowering the cross, and this year it was again placed 
outside our front doors for all to see, as it was last year for the first time, due to the pandemic.  We 
had a “flower angel” in Edward Newcomb, who was inspired to adorn the cross Saturday with azaleas 
and snowball viburnum cut from his yard. Gorgeous!   
 
Thank you also to Nathan Alligood for videoing and posting our services at www.stpaulsalbany.org 
and on Facebook, and to Debbie Hambley for taking wonderful photos of families in front of the cross 
and of children enjoying the Easter egg hunt. Many thanks to Gennie Marcus for chairing the hunt, 
held in the Lucy Yancey Walters Garden at 11 o’clock between services. It was fun and delightful!     
Behind the scenes, Bill Swan and his flock of Yard Birds had worked to get the garden ready. Thank 
you Samuel Jackson, Edward Newcomb, Nancy Presley, Cullen Richardson, Bill Swan, and              
Dan Wheeler.  
 
Finally, we are very blessed to have on staff people who are able, faithful, and care about St. Paul’s 
and its members, just as we do them:  Penny Alligood, Parish Administrator; Marcia Hood, Music     
Director & Organist; Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary; Lynne Parks, Handbell Director; Velma 
McClary, Housekeeper; and Robert Clay, Sexton.  
 
On Monday of Holy Week, the Vestry met for a special session dedicated to our roof and exterior   
projects, with a detailed presentation from WJE’s roof and building exterior experts that was very 
helpful.  During a retreat on April 16-17, we will look at the overall ministries of our parish and see 
where we should place our energies.  What would you like to see our parish focus on and improve?  
Also, are there any ministries you would like to join or create?  I would love to hear from you, and so 
would Father Walter and any member of the Vestry (listed on last page).  
 
Again, HAPPY EASTER!  The Vestry and our entire parish family are grateful to everyone who         
continues to help us celebrate the Risen Lord each week!  Alleluia! 
 
Annabelle Stubbs, Sr. Warden 
229-869-2888 

http://www.stpaulsalbany.org
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                        Caden Woodcock    

One of our St Paul’s Seniors is Caden Woodcock.  He is the son of Tracey and 
Jon Woodcock, brother of Kathleen and Ian.  He graduates from St. Teresa’s 
High School on May 21, and  his family is very proud of him and his       
achievements.  He began his education at St Teresa’s in third grade.  He has  
enjoyed playing soccer and basketball there, along with his academics.  He is the President of his Senior 
Class.  He and his classmates are going to the beach following graduation to celebrate their completion 
of High School.  

      He is close to receiving the highly prestigious Eagle Scout Award.  He just recently  worked on his 
major project to become an Eagle Scout. The project that he chose to do was to paint the concession 
stands at the YMCA, along with the bathrooms.  His Scoutmaster has been Mike Johnson, who Caden 
says has been a formative person in his life.  He has taught him to set high standards, always helping 
him to improve with each task.  Caden has learned so much from Scouting.  He said that what he has  
enjoyed the most is the fellowship with other Scouts, camping, learning leadership skills and always   
discovering many  ways to become a better person.  He will become an Eagle Scout in the next month.  

     Caden plans to go to Georgia Southern University in the fall.  When asked why he chose GSU, he said 
that it is not far from home, is a large university, and he has friends who also are starting college there. 
His wants to pursue a major in business management.  His dream is to become an owner of a              
restaurant/bar, using his business management skills in his major.  

     Anne Stokes is his Shepherd this year.  Anne and the Woodcocks have had a special relationship as 
they have had a bond for years.  Anne has thoroughly enjoyed getting to know Caden this year, even 
though Covid kept the visits limited.  Caden said he has felt her love and prayers for him this year.  

     When asked about highlights of being at St Paul’s, he mentioned very quickly a  memory that stood 
out.  It was his Sunday School class with  two Co-teachers, Lisa Davis and Kari Middleton.  He said they 
ate breakfast together on Sunday mornings and then went upstairs for the Sunday School lesson.  He 
said that they did an art project that said  “The House Rules” and it is still on the kitchen counter in their 
home.  He also enjoyed serving as an acolyte.  

       Caden says his parents are the people who have impacted him the most in his life.  
They have a great time together and he has learned so much from them.  

The Woodcock family is very blessed to have Caden in their lives and he will be missed 
in the fall.  

 

Do return home often, Caden, and come see us at St Paul’s!             

 

Molly Swan 
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     Hunter Rowand 

 Hunter Rowand is a Senior at Deerfield-Windsor.  He is the 
son of his proud parents, Wendy and Todd Rowand.  He has been 
a student at DW since he was in K-4.  He is headed in the fall to 
The University of North  Georgia outside Athens.  He already has 
his roommates and is looking forward to being in college. 

 When asked about his high school experiences, Hunter said 
that playing sports has been the highlight of his years at DW.  He has been on the Varsity Golf 
team for  four years and he enjoyed  being on the football team the past three years.  He 
learned all that he could about defense under Coach Ceffarati in the secondary.  One of his 
biggest  high school thrills was intercepting a ball and getting a “Pick Six” with a big TD in one 
big game!!  

 One of the loves of his life is being outdoors.  He adores all hunting, including deer, 
dove and especially turkey hunting.  He mentioned how being one-on-one with the turkey is 
a big competition that is very exciting!  He recently has also become very interested in 
“filming the hunt” with a zoom lens.  

 When asked which person had been the most formative for him in his life, he was 
quick to say his dad.  They have been hunting buddies for a long time since he began hunting 
when he was 8 years old.  They have had a wonderful time together these past years.  He 
said his mom is very supportive of the bond that he and his dad have shared with the many    
outdoor activities.  

 As far as St Paul’s goes, he and his parents have primarily attended  8 am services.  
One of his fondest memories is being in the Christmas Pageant.  He said that he learned so 
much about the Birth of Jesus through the pageant.  His  Shepherd this year has been         
Rip Bell.  He has enjoyed his friendship with him very much. 

 

 

Congratulations on your graduation in May! 

Hunter,  we are very proud of you!  

                             Molly Swan 
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                 Easter Sanctuary Flowers and Music 

                      In Memory Of     Given By 

 Virginia Gray      Liz Gray Barfield 
 
 My loving husband James A Parr (Jim Bob)                Mrs. Sharon Lee Parr 
 
 Virginia Gray      Leigh Brooks 
 
 Mr. & Mrs. Walter Hobgood    Rev. Walter & Gail Hobgood 
 Mr. & Mrs. Clem Riedie 
 Miss Hilda Landau  
  
 Stanton Jones      Dwayne Summar 

  
 Alie & Gladys Bush     Sidney & Helen Bush 

 Bertha & Charles Gregorie 
  
 Pat, Sandy, Kirk, Ron & Don    Cathy Ashberry 
 
 Bob, Mimi & Robin Newcomb    Bland Cleesattle 
 
 Christine & Ronald Mann, Sr.    Roy & Christy Brown 
 
 Freda & Byron      Jeff & Jeanette Hoopes 
 Fran & Ben  
  
 Stewart Richardson     Bill & Molly Swan 
 Lucy Richardson 
  
 Our parents, Jim & Becky Hood and   Greg & Carol Fullerton 
 Bud & Lora Fullerton 
  
 Helen & Walter Burt, Jr.      Judy Campbell 
  
 Wytch Stubbs, Jr      Joe & Annabelle Stubbs 
 

              In Thanksgiving for                 Given By   

 Dr. Philip Roberts     Ili Si Malone 
  
 Each member of St. Paul’s, for the Hobgoods             Dunn & Nealy Stapleton                          
 and for the hope 2021 brings. 
 
 Loring Gray, Jr.      Liz Gray Barfield 
  
 All of our friends and family of St. Paul’s        Mrs. Sharon Lee Parr 
              and in honor of our family 
  
 Our church community     Leigh Brooks 
  
 The people of St. Paul’s      Paula McComb 
  
 My family      Bland Cleesattle 
  
 Our grandchildren     Harris & Linda Morgan 
  
 Our children & grandchildren    Greg & Carol Fullerton 
  
 Our children & grandchildren    Cullen & Debbie Richardson 
  
 Talley & Patrick      Puddin Bass 
  
 The Hobgoods and the people of St. Paul’s   Joe & Annabelle Stubbs 
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  St. Paul’s Vestry 
  Terms ending in 2022    Terms ending in 2023  Terms ending in 2024 
  Angie Barber    Carol Fullerton   Tony Blakey 
  Dunn Stapleton   Jim Hendricks   Gennie Marcus 
  Annabelle Stubbs, Sr. Warden  Ned Newcomb, Jr. Warden Jessica Rutledge 

April  2 Lucy Hilsman Stone 

           3 Jon Woodcock 

  6 Jeanette Hoopes 

     Barrett McEwen 

     Ned Newcomb 

  7 Chris Rodieck 

             10 Edward Newcomb 

     Lauren Chandler 

             11 Curtis Harrison 

             12 Constance Wehner 

             13 Caden Woodcock 

             18 Catherine Cunningham 

             21 Shanna Aderhold 

             22 David Simmons 

             27 Ella Hilsman Fleming 

             29 Thomas Hilsman    
     Jeffrey Hoopes 

                  Gaylon Ramsey 

             30 Kelly Wesselman 

 APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

April Anniversaries 

    April—8 Scott & Nancy Brown 

April 18—Jeffrey & Jeanette Hoopes 

April 24—Ryan & Jennifer Durden 

April 25—Sidney & Helen Bush 

MARCH MEMORIALS 

Charlie Swinney 

Jay & Pam Reynolds 

 

Steve Hinton 

Jay & Pam Reynolds 

 

William (Bill) Divine 

Jay & Pam Reynolds 

Greg & Carol Fullerton 

 

Maryella George 

Jay & Pam Reynolds 

 

Stewart Richardson 

Jay & Pam Reynolds 

 

Mary Herndon 

Jay & Pam Reynolds 

 

Faye Turner 

Bill & Molly Swan 

Leslie Wright Samford 

Sally & Chris Anderson 

 

Jim Parr 

Sherry Parr 

 

Janet Goodyear 

Mary & John Reese 

Dr. & Mrs. John S. Inman, Jr. 

Robert & Joanne Lukasik 

Nancy & Jay Ventulett 

Charles & Lisa Wright 

Jay & Pam Reynolds 

John & Missy Funderburk 

Bill & Molly Swan 

Wade & Margaret Ellis 

Luke & Susan Flatt 

Christopher & Dawn Mann 

  

      Barney’s Run 

      Bill & Molly Swan in memory   

      of  “Little Bit” Harrell 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. Walter Hobgood, Interim Rector 

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist  

Lynne Parks, Handbell Director 

Penny Alligood, Parish Administrator 

Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary 

Velma McClary, Housekeeper 

Robert Clay, Sexton 

Worship Services 

Sunday 
 Rite I Eucharist at 8:00am 

 Rite II Eucharist at 10:30am 

Recorded worship can 
be found on our   

 Facebook page and 

St. Paul’s website at 
www.stpaulsalbany.org  

each Sunday  

after 3:00 pm. 


