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Alleluia, Christ has Risen!
Since Easter Sunday, we have been celebrating the Risen Christ and
attempting to understand and appreciate his sacrifice on the Cross for each of us.
This was God showing us what God’s Love looks like in real terms.
Each of us experiences God’s Love in different ways. God created us in the image of God, but
we were all created in unique ways. We are not all the same.
Jesus taught us to Love God and Love our neighbor. He went on to command us to Love others
as He loves us. Jesus was teaching us about the unconditional Love of God and the type of
Love God expects us to extend to others.
We are called to do this in our own unique ways as a part of our own families, our church
community, and our extended community.
Not only are we to extend unconditional love to others, but we are also called to bring others
into a closer relationship with God. Jesus commanded the apostles to carry the Gospel to the
entire world. This commandment extends to us in our communities.
During the Easter season, I have seen and experienced members of St. Paul’s extending God’s
Love to others, particularly within our church community, while following safety guidelines to
limit the spread of Covid-19.
I pray for and am hopeful that we are nearing the end of Covid-19. All of you have done your
part to make our church and our community safer.
With that said, I am also praying that with lower incidents of Covid-19 cases, we will start to
see fewer restrictions and a return of everyone to services at St. Paul’s.
It will mean a lot to everyone to be able to greet our friends in person at church and share that
time together as an expression of God’s Love for one another.
I Pray You Enough!

Walter+
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Frank Middleton

by Debbie Hambley

Frank Middleton is a focused mature high school senior who describes himself as hardworking and dedicated. He adds “I
love to have a good time and hang out with my friends. I love challenges, but I like to think that I am good at stopping to enjoy what
I already achieved or have.” That wise balance has produced a grateful young man with broad interests and a deep faith.
“My parents (Faison and Kari Middleton) are both extremely influential in my life as they have instilled in me the values of
hard work and respect. They have also brought me to my faith, both through bringing me to St. Paul’s and by teaching me lessons
outside of church, like giving back to those who need it. They are the reason that I am here today, and they have ensured that I have
every tool necessary to be successful in life.”
Born in Atlanta and baptized at St. Philips, Frank was confirmed at St. Paul’s. “I learned about faith and have always felt
close to God at St. Paul’s. Some of the church’s outreach that I have been involved with is what is most special to me, because that
is when I feel closest to God.”
The Shepherding Program has also had a positive impact on Frank. “Even with the Coronavirus, my shepherds have been
great about checking in on me, asking about my future plans, and just offering me a ton of support. I have known my shepherds
(Buck and Lisa Davis) for a lot longer than they have been my shepherds, and Ms. Lisa has always looked out for me.”
A word from his shepherds: “Our Frank is proof that genius is only the power of making continuous effort. To watch this
adorable young boy grow into such a fine young gentleman has been an immeasurable blessing for our entire family. Truly, his best
is yet to come, and the possibilities for him are without end. We have no doubt that whatever path Frank chooses will be done well
and he will go into this world and do good. Such a force!!!” – Lisa and Buck.
Frank is about to graduate from Deerfield-Windsor School, where he has attended since pre-kindergarten. He played
varsity football and tennis and was Captain of the tennis team. He is presently President of both the Beta Club and Key Club. He was
also on yearbook staff. Winning for the first time as a football against Miller County is his favorite sports memory.
His athletic and academic achievements are remarkably balanced. He was recently named one of the STAR Students for
Dougherty County. His college acceptances are too numerous to name but include: Georgia Tech, UNC-Chapel Hill, University of
Virginia, Emory and Washington and Lee. His scholarship offers include the Stamp’s President’s Scholarship at Georgia Tech, their
premier undergraduate scholarship. This is a comprehensive “full ride” scholarship, including tuition, housing, food, books and fees,
personal expenses, and a laptop stipend. Frank further explains – “I am given a generous amount of enrichment funding, which I
can use at any time during my four years to study abroad or conduct research.”
The courage to take advantage of opportunities is part of Frank’s focus. “My semester abroad at the Alzar School in
Cascade, Idaho and Coyhaique, Chile, allowed me to move out of my comfort zone and garner new experiences. I studied and lived
alongside 35 other students from across the country and world, and I believe these interactions will serve me well later in life. At
Alzar, we learned about leadership, both in the classroom and outdoors and learned skills applicable to the real world situations we
will experience throughout our lives. Whitewater kayaking and backpacking were some of the activities we did, with two weeks
straight of each in both Idaho and Chile. This experience taught me the value of cultural exchange and has influenced me to possibly
minor in Spanish and surely study abroad in the future.”
“My biggest strength is my ability to work with extremely different groups of people toward a common goal. I feel that I
have a unique ability to accommodate a variety of viewpoints and values in group leadership situations. My biggest weakness
growing up was always public speaking, but as I have gotten older I have begun to work past that.”
Favorite activities for this well-balanced young man include snow skiing, hunting and fishing. “I really love to snow ski
because it is something that I do not get to do often. I also just happen to love the cold, so I have thoroughly enjoyed my trips out
west.” He also enjoys watching college football and basketball (especially UNC and Georgia), and listening to country music. Frank
enjoys his family’s four dogs: two French Britneys, a Lab and a Yorkie Poodle. A fan of action movies and Mexican Food, he most
enjoys sharing funny stories and memories with friends.
Frank’s ability to navigate challenges was most tested when he was in sixth grade. “The most challenging part of my life was
when my mom was diagnosed with breast cancer. As a young kid, it’s hard to see your mom go through that. I also had to talk to
my younger brother (Boles) a lot about it. Thankfully she is healthy today”.

Continued on page 3
2

Continued from Page 2
He never met an obstacle he couldn’t maneuver around or overcome. Frank has met every challenge head-on. He has
been prepared and remained focused. He has balanced fun and hard work. That vision has him on the cusp of entering college with
an extraordinary groundwork for an incoming freshman.
“I will likely be attending Georgia Tech next year, although I have not completely decided. I am still waiting on decisions
from some schools. I am going to major in biomedical engineering and am planning on attending graduate school in some form. I
think I want to probably work with medicine in some way but have not decided yet.”
Balance. Focus. Family. Faith. Friends. Fun. Hard work. Humor. Kindness. At a young age, Frank has found the components for success. He is a fine example for us all to follow.
Frank’s philosophy of life – follow the Golden Rule. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.

Senior Sunday is
Mother’s Day May 9
Our four graduating high school seniors will be
honored this Sunday at the 10:30 service. Please
join us for worship this week as we celebrate them
and their wonderful accomplishments.

St. Paul’s 2021 High School Seniors and Shepherds
Grayson Darby—Bill & Molly Swan
Frank Middleton—Buck & Lisa Davis
Hunter Rowand—Rip Bell
Cayden Woodcock—Anne Stokes
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Grayson Darby

By Brad McEwen

Despite knowing he’ll soon have to say goodbye to the school he’s attended since K4, Deerfield Windsor School senior Grayson
Darby said he’s truly excited about the next phase of his life, where he’ll be living in Athens with childhood friends and attending
the University of North Georgia.
“I’m excited,” he said recently. “The first year I’m going to attend UNG, work on my core classes and get used to living on my own.
See how I do. Then I’m going to transfer to UGA.”
Although he said he hasn’t settled on a major yet, one thing he is certain of is that he can’t see himself working in an office setting
once he graduates from college.
An avid lover of the outdoors, who has spent several summers working in agriculture, Grayson said he’s leaning toward forestry, in
hopes he can continue to spend considerable time outside, where he feels most comfortable.
In addition to having worked outdoors each summer of high school, Grayson is also an accomplished baseball player—having
played since he was 4 years old and being a member of the DWS varsity squad since 8 th grade. While he has no plans to play
baseball in college, he said some of his fondest memories of growing up involve the sport and the life lessons it teaches. In fact,
once in Athens he’ll be rooming with two close friends from his days playing travel baseball.
Similar to attending Deerfield, Grayson, who is the son of Chip and Rachel Darby, is also a long-time member of St. Paul’s, having
first attended services with his grandmother Diane Darby as young boy. When asked to reflect on his memories of St. Paul’s,
Grayson said his earliest was going with her on Sundays and how much he enjoyed attending Christmas Eve services and seeing all
the pageantry.
“I’ve always liked going to St. Paul’s,” he said. “It’s always been smaller and more laid back. I’ve gone to church with some of my
friends, but it’s not like St. Paul’s. Here they just tell it like it is.”
Of course, a large part of his fondness for the church also extends from his relationships with members of the church family, many
of whom have been positive influences on Grayson’s life, including Molly and Bill Swan who served as his “Shepherds” over the
course of his senior year. Grayson said he thoroughly enjoyed the time he spent meeting with them and that he feels well prepared
for living away from home for the first time.
Asked about other important influences in his life, Grayson was quick to point to his mom and dad, but he also spoke of the
guidance he’s received from his summer employer, Jimmy Webb. Grayson said that since first going to work with him a few years
ago, Jimmy has always taken time to talk with him about life and what’s important. It’s a bond Grayson truly cherishes. While
there’s always some trepidation heading into something new, Grayson said that thanks to the guidance
of people like Jimmy and the Swans, he feel as though he has a
strong foundation for a bright future.
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April 2021 Highlights
Vestry Update
Dear St. Paul’s Family,
April was a very exciting month for St. Paul’s and our parish family, especially Easter Sunday, April 4, when we
held four beautiful services (and a fun Easter Egg Hunt) attended by almost 170 members and visitors. I am
still moved by the glorious celebration we had and am thankful for Fr. Walter, our staff, and for the many
members who worked behind the scenes—and in front of “the scenes”—to make Easter so joyous.
If you missed it, please see the April edition of The Ministry, full of lovely Easter Sunday photos of families,
children, and our gorgeous, flowered cross, as well as a listing of the many people who made Easter so special.
Also during Holy Week, the vestry held a special session dedicated to the care of our sanctuary and buildings.
WJE’s roof and waterproofing experts made a detailed 90-minute presentation on both hurricane damage and
additional exterior issues that need attention in the coming years to stop water intrusion. The additional issues that need attention in year one include refurbishing the stained glass windows, restoring the dormers
over the sanctuary, replacing flashing and certain mortar, repairing or replacing windows in the Sunday School
wing, and replacing the entire roof over the parish hall, where leaks are evident.
WJE provided rough estimates of the cost of completing each repair category. The Vestry assumed a 20%
increase in the WJE estimates, which put the total estimated cost of the recommended repairs and
restoration, including the cost of retaining WJE to prepare bids, procure contracts, and provide construction
administration at $550,000 (not counting the cost of repairing hurricane damage which will be covered by
insurance). To a one, the Vestry members felt we must tackle the recommended projects. Fortunately, we
have built up reserves that are available to pay for all or some of the projects. The Vestry believes, however,
that being good stewards means retaining 6 months of operating costs in cash and using only half of what is
available in endowment fund earnings and the Vestry discretionary fund. Fred Sharpe, Carol Fullerton and I
agreed to look into what combination of reserves and fundraising might be available to fund this project and
future needs.
The Vestry held a very positive retreat on Friday and Saturday, April 16 and 17.
Under the able facilitation of Fr. Walter, four areas of parish life emerged as priorities:
•
•
•
•

Encouraging our members to come back in the pews for in-person worship—Ned Newcomb and
Carol Fullerton.
Providing activities for Youth that are fun and meaningful—Tony Blakey and Angie Barber.
Offering Christian Education for all ages on Sunday morning, most especially for our children—
Jessica Rutledge, Dunn Stapleton, and Annabelle Stubbs
Strengthening pastoral care for our members—Jim Hendricks and Gennie Marcus.

We are making plans and will be taking steps in the coming weeks and months in each of the above areas. If
you would like to be involved in one of them, please give me a call or reach out directly to the one of the
Vestry members listed. You would be most welcome to help our efforts to reflect the love we are so freely
given.

Blessings,
Annabelle Stubbs, Sr. Warden

229-869-2888
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abellestubbs@gmail.com

S.E.W.N.
Sunday Evening With our Neighbors
At First United Methodist Church

Parker Moore, Ellie Morgan, Milla McEwen, Marjorie Morgan, Alice Aderhold, Hayden Darby, G.G. Aderhold

Shanna Aderhold, Lisa Davis, Middi Moore,
and Mary Helen Morgan

Preparing the delicious meal!!
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April Memorials
Curt Hall
Roy & Christy Brown
Greg & Carol Fullerton
Bill & Molly Swan
Heath & Deirdre Allegood
Rosemary Hamburger
Dunn & Nealy Stapleton
Tard & Lisa Wright
Albany Realty Company
Lynn & Mary Helen Dantzler
Margaret & Doug Wilson
Bronwyn Hinton
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Kirbo
Norma & Jim Edenfield
John & Sara Hobbs
Scott & Nancy Brown
Allen Baggs
Susan Stephens
Dan & Dollie Hammack
Pollock Heating & Cooling
Calista Langstaff
Sumter & Lynda Bradwell
Mr. & Mrs. Rakel
Judy Campbell
Lucy Stone

Theora Brown
Sherman & Jean Willis
Bill & Molly Swan
Scott & Nancy Brown
Allen Baggs

Janet Goodyear
Craig Meeks
Bronwyn Hinton
John & Carol Marbury
Judy Campbell

Barbara V. Bell
Bob & Sue Fletcher
Hickory Grove Storage

James 'Buddy" Creel
Doug & Margaret Wilson
Kathy Hitchcock
Bill & Molly Swan
Calista Langstaff
Faye Bolton Turner
Scott & Nancy Brown
Woody Brooks
Allen Baggs
Judy Williams
Allen Baggs
Vivian Davis Etheredge - Albany Therapeutic Massage
Calista Langstaff
Dwayne Summar

Opportunity to serve

If you have some knowledge of livestreaming and/or sound systems—or know
someone who does—and might be interested in being part of a small team to move
livestreaming forward, please give Annabelle Stubbs a call, text or email:
abellestubbs@gmail.com or 229-869-2888.
Many people watch our services on our website and Facebook page. We see a need
to continue broadcasting worship services even after COVID settles down—both to
serve members and to reach new ones—and we are interested in being able to
livestream so that services can be watched as they occur.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
May

1 Colin Blakey
2 Debbie Hambley
Anna Hilsman Hendley
4 Tim Wesselman
8 Will Miles
Kathleen Fiorito
13 Scott Brown
John S Inman, III
15 Chip Darby
18 Hugh Cunningham
20 Patrice Mitchell
25 Bragg Jones
27 Jackson Allegood
28 Jack Moore
31 Helen Bush

Sunday, May 9, 2021

May Anniversaries
May 5—Willis & Dana DuVall
May 7—Michael & Laura Golden
May 29—Dave & Hannah Orlowski
May 31—Ted & Mari Wright

Worship Services
Sunday
Rite I Eucharist at 8:00am
Rite II Eucharist at 10:30am

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Walter Hobgood, Interim Rector
Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist
Lynne Parks, Handbell Director
Penny Alligood, Parish Administrator
Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary
Velma McClary, Housekeeper
Robert Clay, Sexton

Monday, May 31, 2021

St. Paul’s Vestry
Terms ending in 2022
Angie Barber
Dunn Stapleton
Annabelle Stubbs, Sr. Warden

Terms ending in 2023
Carol Fullerton
Jim Hendricks
Ned Newcomb, Jr. Warden
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Terms ending in 2024
Tony Blakey
Gennie Marcus
Jessica Rutledge

