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From the Rector:  Rev. Walter Hobgood 

“Now is the time.” 

I have used this phrase many times in my life – personally and professionally.  As a father, as a husband, as 

a business owner, as a priest and the list could go on. 

However, there is no such thing as “Now is the Time” when it comes to God’s relationship with us.  God is 

always there for us – in good times and bad times.   

There is no good time or bad time to acknowledge God’s presence in our lives.  We should at all times give 

thanks and praise for God’s Love in our lives and the lives of others. 

The summer months are upon us, and schools are out.  This is the traditional time that families take        

vacations or visit colleges with their rising seniors or have family gatherings or simply get together with 

friends.  I hope and pray that all of you will have an enjoyable and safe summer. 

Summer, as it is at other times of the year, is a time for us to continue to be a part of God’s family, joining 

in prayer and thanksgiving and looking toward the future. 

Your vestry will be reaching out to you, as members of St. Paul’s, to assist and participate in 5 priorities for 

the rest of this year: 

• Planning youth activities and adventures for middle and high school students that may include youth 

from area wide Episcopal churches. 

• Establishing opportunities for Christian Formation for all ages.  This will include confirmation classes 

and Sunday School this fall starting August 15th. 

• Welcoming back members of St. Paul’s now that the risk posed by Covid-19 is reduced and we have 

removed most of the restrictions on worship. 

• Maintaining and improving our pastoral care ministries. 

• Starting a project to repair the hurricane damage and restore our beautiful and historic church. 

I pray that you will have a safe and enjoyable summer, while keeping God first in your life. 

Blessings to all, 

Walter + 
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 August 1   New Worship Schedule Begins  

 Rite I at 8 o’clock and Rite II at NEW TIME 10 o’clock 

 Nursery provided during the 10 o’clock service  

 Coffee & Refreshments following 10 o’clock service* 

 

               August 8                   Blessings of Backpacks and People during 10 a.m. 

 Students—and their backpacks—teachers, professors, & all  

 involved in the field of education receive a blessing.  

 

               August 15   First Day of Sunday School for all ages following 10 o’clock service 

    

 1st through 12th grades 

 Singing and Learning, “One Room School House” model** 

 Large multi-purpose Room past the Nursery.   

 

 Confirmation Classes 

 for all wishing to be confirmed or received 

 St Paul’s Room, led by Father Walter  

 

 Adult Christian Education 

 Coffee, Refreshments, and Spiritual Refreshment  

 Parish Hall  

 

 *We will continue to watch the course of the pandemic for a sustained quiet period so that we can  

   safely resume serving a hot sit-down breakfast between the 8 and 10 services.  

 **For more information, please see Annabelle’s letter. 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 24, 2021 

125th Anniversary Celebration  
of worshipping in our beautiful church, completed and dedicated in 1896. 

 

Bishop Frank Logue will join us to preach, baptize, confirm and receive  

during  the 10 a.m. service, followed by an old-fashioned Dinner on the Grounds. 

To volunteer, contact co-chairs  

Mary Helen Morgan at 229-364-2797 or Shanna Aderhold at 229-344-8330 
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New Worship Times 

8 o’clcock and 10 o’clock 

Start August 1 

 
Dear St. Paul’s Family, 
 
Teaching our children and young people to follow Christ may be THE most important task we have as parents and as a 
church family. Passing along our faith in God really does take a village, so I want to devote this letter to the Vestry focus 
area of Christian Formation, or SUNDAY SCHOOL, and to ask for your active support through prayers and participation, 
whatever your age. 
 
We know that God created us to work and live as part of a community.  Christ taught us to pray in community,   starting 
with “Our Father.”  Adults and children alike thrive and feel joy when we are part of a community. While small groups 
can be very intimate and meaningful, we believe that worship and education gatherings soar when the number of      
participants is high.  
 
In the past, we have offered Sunday School classes for each different age group of our children and young people.    
These multiple small classes were short of “that energizing critical mass” needed.      
 
So we are going to implement a new approach to Sunday School this school year that we hope will add vitality and give 
joy to our children and adults alike. We’re calling it the one-room-school-house model for Sunday School, and we’re 
going to form one large multi-age class rather than multiple classes.  Following the 10 o’clock service, our school aged 
children, first grade through high school, will meet in the large downstairs multi-purpose room just past the nursery.  
 
Led by a paid music leader, the young people group will sing for a good portion if not most of the class, and then a short 
lesson or activity will be presented that speaks to different ages at different levels. Every six weeks or so, the group will 
sing during the 10 o’clock church service.  
 
As Tony Blakey, our Scout and Acolyte leader, offered during the Vestry retreat when this model was discussed, “One 
room schools have worked for generations, and our kids get along great and enjoy each other, so let’s go with it.” 
 
In addition to the hired music leader, some adults will be needed to help during class. Sending refreshments is another 
way to help.  If you feel a tug, will you please contact one of us below and join with us in this “new old”  approach?  
 
Parents, please help your children warm to the idea of being with students who are younger or older, and support your 
child and this ministry by attending as often as possible. We encourage you to join other adults in the Parish Hall for 
coffee, refreshments, and spiritual refreshment.  
 
Everyone in our parish is invited help us find that wonderful person to lead the group each week (Maria Von Trapp 
meets Carrie Underwood).  
 
Willing to help? Have an idea for a music leader?  Have some suggestions or questions?    
Please contact Jessica Rutledge, Middi Moore, Dunn Stapleton or me, and join us to help our children follow Christ and      
experience the love of God through our church family. 

 
Blessings always, 
Annabelle Stubbs, Sr. Warden   
229-869-2888 
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 Charlie was born on May 17, 2021.   

Dad and mom are Quin & Molly Wright.   

Proud grandparents are Tard & Lisa Wright. 

 

Charlie is the great-great-great-grandson of   

    Charles Thomas  Wright, who was the  

Rector of  St. Paul’s from  1898 to 1914. 

 A New Addition to the  

St. Paul’s family! 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 

Confirmation classes for youth and adults will begin 

August 15, 2021, following the 10 o’clock service.  

Those who wish to be received from the Roman  

Catholic Church are also welcome and are                

encouraged but not  required to attend.  So far, nine 

youth are planning to take the classes and be         

confirmed by Bishop Frank Logue when he visits on 

October 24  to confirm and celebrate our  125th       

Anniversary. 

 

Please contact Fr. Walter at 229-630-6444 or            

229-436-0196 if you are interested in baptism,       

confirmation, or reception from the Roman Catholic 

Church.  

Charles Quintard Wright V 
(Charlie) and sister,  Amelia 



5 

Ladles of Love...Report from the Kitchen 

 We have continued to be quite busy with our bag lunch ministry every Thursday      

between 11 and 12 noon.  

 Our guest numbers have been unpredictable.  In the month of May, we served 269 

guests (538 sandwiches) give or take a few—with a volunteer staff of 4—5 people serving 

each day.  Volunteers arrive at 8:30ish to 9:00.  We fill bags with a breakfast bar, tangerine, 

1—P B & J and 1– Turkey and cheese sandwich, a bag of chips, a piece of candy and bottled 

water.  If a guest comes before 11:00, and we are ready, we do not make them wait but ra-

ther serve them their bag lunch with encouragement, prayer, a smile or laugh…..sometimes 

even the weather report! 

 

 Partly due to the Covid-19 vaccinations, we are seeing a slight up tick in previous    

volunteers wanting to come back and help out again. Fantastic!  We have missed you all!!  

After much discussion and weighing of pro’s and con’s, we have decided to keep LOL open 

with bag lunches only for the summer.  In August, we will meet with Father Hobgood to 

make plans for the Fall.  Perhaps there will be new guidelines for starting the “LOL Soup 

Kitchen” back up in full swing again.   

 

Stay tuned and stay well, 

Deborah Johnson and Patty Woodall, co-chairs 

 

P.S.  If you are interested in volunteering, please call Carolyn Hatcher at 229-349-1448  

or email her at ckhatcher2@gmail.com 
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EPISCOCHICKS GATHERED JUNE 24….FINALLY! 

Mari Wright hosted the first EpiscoChicks gathering since the 
Covid quarantine! It was a joyous reunion filled with  stories, 
laughs, hugs, tears and delicious treats.  What a wonderful 
evening!  Thank you, Mari! And thanks to Debbie Hambley,  
our super photographer and Facebook host! 

 

    

 

 

 

 St. Paul’s Parish Profile is now on our website at  

 www.stpaulsalbany.org.  Written to tell our story to       
prospective candidates for Rector, here are a few excerpts:  

 

We seek a loving leader who can help us build on all that 
we have been so freely given, and who can help our  parish 
shine the love of Christ, even more brightly today and over 
the next 125 years.    

St. Paul’s members are committed and faithful, and remained so during the pandemic.  
Some of us may need a bit of coaxing to come back to the pews, and meeting our warm 
and engaging Rector could be just the ticket.   

About Ladles of Love:  Volunteers lovingly prepared soup, welcomed our guests, and served 
at the tables.  The co-chair would say, “They leave with full stomachs, and we leave with 
full hearts.”  During COVID we have offered bagged lunches, but hope to serve our friends 
inside again soon for it is in giving that we receive. 



7 

St. Paul’s COVID Worship Guidelines  

Maximum number of people No maximum. 

Spacing Seat people on each end of every other row.  If addi-

tional seating is needed, seat people in the center of 

unused rows. 

Masks Optional for all attendees but encouraged for those 

who do not have full immunity naturally or via vac-

cination.  This also applies to singing and chanting at 

all times. 

Healing Prayers with laying on of hands. Prayers with laying on of hands in groups.  Holy oil 

may be used. 

Eucharist Offered in both kinds.  Wine will be offered via: com-

mon cup, intinction by chalice administrator (no self 

intinction) and individual cups. 

 Priests and chalice administrators will use hand sani-

tizer prior to serving communion. 

Passing of the Peace/Greeting Touch free encouraged. 

Offering Plate and Eucharistic Elements Offering plates may be passed among congregation 

members. Offering and elements for the Eucharist 

may be processed. 

Covid-19 Contact Tracing Please call the office or Sr. Warden if after attending 

a church service you test positive for Covid – 19 

within 5 days of the service. 

The Diocese has given    

St. Paul’s  the freedom to 

form our own COVID 

guidelines, and masks are 

now optional. 
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  St. Paul’s Vestry 
  Terms ending in 2022                Terms ending in 2023   Terms ending in 2024 
  Angie Barber                Carol Fullerton    Tony Blakey 
  Dunn Stapleton               Jim Hendricks    Gennie Marcus 
  Annabelle Stubbs, Sr. Warden              Ned Newcomb, Jr. Warden  Jessica Rutledge 

  1 Maggie DuVall 

 2 Kenneth Eder 

 5 Rob Leach 

 7 Liz Knight 

  Jacob Seymour 

 8 Tony Blakey 

  Nealy Stapleton 

 9 Casey Wesselman 

  Vicki Inman 

 10 Finley Davis 

  Rust Hendley 

 12 Deirdre Allegood 

  Sidney Bush 

  Sherry Parr 

 14 Rhodes McEwen 

 15 Pam Reynolds 

  Tard Wright 

 17 Ellie Morgan 

 18 Patrick Bass 

  Rosemary Hamburger 

 19 Chris Anderson 

  Tripp Morgan 

 20 Mary Newcomb 

 21 Beverly Barber 

             23        Gail Hobgood 

 24 Walter Hobgood 

  Lisa Kelley 

 25 Elaine Mercer 

 26 Mary Bullion 

  Lisa Seymour 

  Nancy Ventulett 

 28 Betty Pope 

 29 Anne Stokes 

 31 Kari Middleton 

  Bubba Mitchell 

 JULY BIRTHDAYS 

July Anniversaries 

July 1—Joe & Annabelle Stubbs 

July 13—Kenneth & Norma Ferdon-Eder 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. Walter Hobgood, Interim Rector 

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist  

Lynne Parks, Handbell Director 

Penny Alligood, Parish Administrator 

Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary 

Velma McClary, Housekeeper 

Robert Clay, Sexton 

Worship Services 

Sunday 
 Rite I Eucharist at 8:00am 

 Rite II Eucharist at 10:30am,  

            10 a.m.  Starting August 1 

 

Recorded worship can be found  

on our  Facebook page and 

St. Paul’s website at  

www.stpaulsalbany.org  

each Sunday after 3:00 pm. 

 

June Memorials 

 
 
 
 

Barbara V. Bell 
Llewellyn Bell 
Jamaica Miller 
Calista Langstaff for the Memorial Garden 
 
Judy Williams 
Jamaica Miller 
 
Barney’s Corner 
Albany Therapeutic Massage in memory of  
   Barron Wright and in honor of Mari, Ted    
   and Annabelle 
 
Thodis Clay 
Greg & Carol Fullerton 
 
Frances Crawford 
Greg & Carol Fullerton 
 
Woody Brooks 
Virginia Brooks 


